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£ ^ Deputies air mild reservations to scalding 

urge faster liberalisation 

pLowei* House debates 
^cabinet programme 


l * 

By Jordan Times Staff 

,dile ^4MMAN — The Lower House 
ParBament Saturday plunged 
ium ‘Htoto one of its most important 
•asse ^ tetins a confidence vote 


rrws tfte government, with 19 de- 
“^trjjoties airing their views — rang- 
, des^ig frcan nnld "reservations” to 
^ waiting criticism—of the execu- 
< 7 Q i authorities’ programme of 


4e ^ctkm outlined to the House by 
fraflcjscg tJ'iinjc Minister Mndar Badran. 
want As the House adjourned tbe 
n ^ session Saturday evening to re- 
same early Sunday, there 
« -PiSa speared to be little dent in 
Sainift. predictions that Badran would 
1 “ jecure tbe vote of confidence 
iAPi „ from tbe 80-member assembly 
* Jr'lWtJeqBte some of the harshest cri- 
‘_-f ^d^tiosnr ever aired in the domed 

f lts - - 

>5“ hatr . . — — _ ~ 


parliament chambers. 

Observers and deputies said 
following the session that the 
chances of Badran securing the 
required vote remained strong. 

They said that tbe House's 
mood was influenced by the fiesy 
speeches of some deputies who, 
while essentially mating the game 
points and demands, resorted to 
‘‘personal attacks” against Bad¬ 
ran. Even some who said they 
would not vote in favour of tbe 
government expressed resent¬ 
ment that “political issues were 
reduced to peisonal vendettas.” 

“1 might now dumgn my nrind 


who addressed tbe nine-hour ses¬ 
sion on Saturday hailed Jordan's 
liberalisation drive but called for 
a complete removal of martial 
law, release of ail political prison¬ 
ers, investigation into govern¬ 
ment corruption and a permanent 
halt to what was described as 
security excesses. 

Observers and some deputies 
believe that the criticism directed 
against the government would 
influence tbe final voting but ex¬ 
pected Badran to come out tbe 
winner in the voting process, ex¬ 
pected to be held sometime Sun¬ 
day evening. Twenty-one more 


and vote in favour of Badran, if deputies have registered their 


only because of the venomous 
personal attacks,” said one depu¬ 
ty. who insisted cm anonymity. 
The majority of the 19 deputies 


names to air their comments on 
the government programme. 

The main focus of criticism by a 
number of deputies, including 


Islamists and former officials, was 
the performance of Badran dur¬ 
ing his two earlier terms as prime 
minister and his background as 
head of the General Intelligence 
Department. What appeared to 
be deliberately downplayed in the 
barrages was the measures that 
the Badran government has 
already announced in the way of 
striking political concessions as 
tbe forerunner for fall democratic 
life m the Kingdom. 

However, many observers also 
interpreted the wide range of 
“reservations” raised by deputies 
Saturday as a reflection of the 
emerging political trends follow¬ 
ing the country’s first general 
elections in 22 years held last 
November. 

In a sign of the government's 



The Lower House of Parfiamcnt In session Saturday (Photo by Yousef AI * Allan) 


’commitment to openness and 
tolerance, the state-owned Jor¬ 
dan News Agency, Petra, carried 
long excerpts from deputies' 
speeches, some of which inducted 
attacks against the government. 
Although government-run televi¬ 
sion and radio did not broadcast 
some “critical parts” of the com¬ 
ments, deputies dedaring their 
refusal to give the government 
the vote of confidence and the 
audience applause in response to 
such declarations were broadcast 
on television. 

The session was attended by 
some 700 spectators, many of 
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U. S.- Nicaragua 
row erupts in 
Panama City 
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PANAMA Ci’IY (Agencies) 
— U.S.soTdicis who. searched 
the residence of the Nicaraguan 
ambassador m Panama and 
sparked a. diplomatic row found 
a larger arsenal of weapons, 
indndiDg hand grenades, anti¬ 
tank weapons and rifles, 

the U.S. army said Saturday. 

Nicaraguan Ambassador 
Antenor Ferrey said his house' 
wasprotected by diplomatic im¬ 
munity, but U.S. officials con¬ 
tended Ferny's official resi- 
dence was elsewhere and the 
hoase did not have the protec¬ 
tion of diplomatic statns. 

Hours after the raid Friday 
night, Nicaragua ordered the 
expulsion of 20 U.S. diplomats 
from Managua, saying the 
American action had violated 
international diplomatic norms. 

Washington has also quarrel¬ 
led with the Vatican over its 
tactics at the Vatican embassy 
in Panama, which has been 
surrounded by U.S. troops 
since busted strongman Gener¬ 
al Manuel Antonio Noriega 
took refuge there mi Dec. 24, 
Christmas Eve. 

The goal of the U.S. invasion of 
Panama on Dec. 20, winch was 
condemned by the United Na¬ 
tions General Assembly Friday 
to® Noriega's cap¬ 
ture. He has been charged in 
the : United States with drug 
trafficking.. 

' The 7 United States wants to 
put Noriega-on trial. But the 
Vatican, citing its tradition of 
saoctoar^ has refused to bond 
lam over: There was no change 

m thestuationSaturday, a 

U.S. army spokesman said. 

.Chief' Vatican spokesman 
Joaquin Navarro Vails Friday 
grad the United States an 
^occupying power” in Pana¬ 
ma Aod ssdd that h'M a g gpent by 
U.5. troops'outside the mis- 
tioD, rndadaag'the playing of 
kmd rock muster was unaccept¬ 
able and a “very serious 
matter,” 

. On Saturday, in its first state- 
mmit sancethe affair began, the 


Vatican's secretariat of state 
- said that its ambassador in 
Panama had no intention of 
helping Noriega evade justice 
by giving him refuge. The state¬ 
ment said Vatican-U.S. talks 
were seeking a "just solution.” 

Navarro d echoed to com¬ 
ment on the state of die nego¬ 
tiations. He said the Vatican 
still had not received a formal 
request from the new Panama¬ 
nian government to hand over 
Noriega. 

Earner, Navarro said the 
load -music played by U.S. 
troops outride the Vatican 
embassy in Panama was not 
helping talks on what to do with 
Noriega- 

“If this is going to continue, 
further steps will be taken” by 
the Vatican, Navarro said with¬ 
out elaborating. 

The rap and rock music, 
which has included numerous 
taunting songs, seemed in¬ 
tended to torment Noriega. 

U.S. Southern Command 
spokesman Colonel Ronald 
Sconyers said U.S. soldiers en¬ 
tered and searched the Nicara¬ 
guan ambassador’s bouse "with 
good cause.” 

They were acting on informa¬ 
tion from a Pa namaninn citizen 
that the braise contained a large 
arms cache, he said, Feney had 
told the soldiers the house con¬ 
tained a few weapons. Sconyers 
said. 

“The weapons and munitions 
found were in fact an arsenal 
far in excess of ‘a few" weapons 
we were told were in the 
house,” Sconyers told a news 
conference. 

A partial list of weapons 
found included numerous hand 
grenades, rocket-propelled gre¬ 
nades, anti-tank weapons, four 
Uzi submachine guns, 
machetes, ‘a variety of maga¬ 
zines, ffwflU weapons, 11AK-47 
assault rifles, 10 rifles, 
bayonets, short-model airborne 
AK-47s, shotguns, night sticks 
and up to 1,000 rounds of 
ammunition, Sconyers said. 
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Ferrey said 30 U.S. soldiers 
searched the house for an hour 
and took five guns. Later, he 
said, they apologised, returned 
the weapons ana left Ferrey 
said $1,000 and a watch were 
missing. 

Journalists who visited tbe 
house afterwards said it was 
turned upside down, with 
clothes emptied from drawers 
and possessions lying on the 


floor. 

The Soviet Union Saturday 
demanded that the United 
States withdraw its invasion 
troops from Panama im¬ 
mediately. 

The Foreign Ministry called 
in U.S. Ambassador Jack Mat- 
lock and expr es s e d displeasure 
with the American military in¬ 
tervention, the official Soviet 
news agency TASS said. 


. soldier, in fbregroond, checks 

TASS said First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh called on U.S. 
forces to pull out of the Central 
American state. 

“It was again declared that 
the interests of normalisation 
and stabilisation of die situation 
in the Central American region 
demand the imm ediate with¬ 
drawal of American forces from 
Panama,” TASS said. 


intervenes to ease Amal-Hizbollah battle 
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battleground has become a disen¬ 
gagement force. We can now 
guarantee that the combat area is 
very limited,” Zaid Wehbeh* 
Arafat’s representative in Leba¬ 
non, told Reuters. He said Arafat 
made the decision. 

But security sources said fight¬ 
ing may resume in parts of the 
battle zone not covered by the 
FLO fighters. 

Street-to-street battles with 
artillery, rocket and mortar fire 
raged before die deployment of 

PLO fighters, killing five people 
and wounding 15. 

Hizbollah and Amal fighters 


launched attacks and counter¬ 
attacks in villages in Iqhm Al 
T nfah , 40 kilometres South of 
Beirut, but positions on the 
ground'were not changed. 

Palestinian sources said the de¬ 
ployment. of PLO fighters was 
aimed at stopping Hizbollah from 
pining more ground in the direc¬ 
tion of two Palestinian camps in 
the port city of Sidon where tens 
of thousands of refugees live. 

Ir anian envoy Mohammad Ah 
Besharati left Beirut late Friday 
after his mediation efforts to halt 
the battles that have killed 55 
people and wounded 215 in seven 


days failed to impose a ceasefire 
Wednesday. 

Black smoke billowed over tbe 
stone houses at tbe villages of 
Jarjouh, Kfar Milki, Kfar Hitti 
and Kfar FDa and rescue workers 
could not get near to evacuate 
casualties. 

Hizbollah Secretary General 
Sheikh Soubhi Toufaili told a 
news conference in Beirut’s 
southern suburbs Friday the 
fighting would continue until 
Amal accepted unconditional 
talks. 

"Amal should stop the war and 

declare a ceasefire and sit down 


(for talks) to solve all the prob¬ 
lems. If it doesn't do that Amal 
will be responsible for the dis¬ 
placement of people, the killing 
of children and tbe destruction of 
homes,” he said. 

The bearded Toufaili said Hiz¬ 
bollah would not withdraw from 
its newly captured positions be¬ 
fore a ceasefire was in place and 
talks with Amal had begun. 

Amal leader Nabih Bern, 
addressing hundreds of suppor¬ 
ters in South Lebanon, said Hiz¬ 
bollah has “a historic chance, a 
last chance to repent and 
pullout.” 


whom had staked positions out¬ 
side the gates of the parliament 
house as early as 7 a.m. to secure 
a seat inside tbe diambers. 

Applause and whistling inter¬ 
rupted the speeches of many de¬ 
puties despite repeated calls by 
Speaker Sule iman Arar for audi¬ 
ence discipline. 

The loudest applause was 
accorded to the most outspoken 
critics of the government and who 
called on Badran to stop “the 
interference- in citizens’ daily 
lives” by the General Intelligence 
Department.. 

More than 100 people, includ¬ 


ing women and children, demons¬ 
trated in front of the parliament 
gates de manding the release of 
prisoners convicted of political 
offences. Last month, the govern¬ 
ment released a number of poli¬ 
tical detainees but according to 
activists more than 65 people are 
still behind bars; most of them 
already tried and convicted. 

The barrage of criticism began 
with Amman Deputy Ahmad 
Oweid Al Abbadi, an ex-police 
officer. He contended that for¬ 
mer Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
who was forced to resign in April 
this year in the face of popular 


protests, and Badran were “the 
two sides of the same coin.” 
However, Abbadi stood out as 
the lone speaker who criticised 
what he described as Bad ran’s 
moves to "dilute the authority of 
die security forces, the General 
Intelligence Department and the 
Aimed Forces.” 

Other sharp attack against 
Badran were levelled by Irbid 
Deputy Thouqan Al Hindawi, 
who resigned last September 
from his post as Royal Court 
chief to run for Parliament, and 

(Continued from page 2) 


Scores injured as Israeli 
police charge peace rally 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli police 
wounded about 60 people Satur¬ 
day. half of them foreigners, in 
dashes which erupted after peace 
activists formed a human chain 
around Jerusalem’s Old City, 
hospifal officials said. 

Police fired rubber bullets, 
tear-gas and water cannon at hun¬ 
dreds of Palestinians who demon-, 
straied without permission near 
the human chain in the Damascus 
Gate area, witnesses said. 

Police said they arrested 50 
Arabs, Israelis and foreigners in 
the dashes, in which witnesses 
some of the estimated 20,000 
activists forming the human chain 
became involved. 

About 1,400 foreigners, most 
from Western Europe and others 
from the United States and Soviet 
Union, joined Israelis and 
Palestinians to form (he chain 
around the Old City in an event 
dubbed “1990 - Time for Peace.” 

Large numbers of poUce. de¬ 
ployed for the demonstration and 
brought out their anti-riot 
weapons when the Palestinians 
near Damascus Gate threw 
stones and bottles at them. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuteis 
said police chased demonstrators 
into side streets in Arab Jeru¬ 
salem and fired water cannon and 
tear-gas into hotels and a news¬ 


paper office in the district. 

Officials at Jerusalem's Makas- 
sed hospital said about half the 
injured were Palestinians and 
some Italians were among the 
foreigners hurt. 

Jerusalem police chief Areyeb 
Bibi broke his toot chasing de¬ 
monstrators, Israel Radio said. 

The human chain began to 
disperse after two hours at 3 p.m. 
(1300 GMT) but clashes con¬ 
tinued on the Damascus Gate 
side of tiie Old City for at least 
another hour, witnesses said. 

Members of the right-wing 
Likud Party, which governs in 
coalition with the Labour Party, 
criticised Israeli peace groups af¬ 
ter the clashes, Israel radio said. 

Likud deputies demanded an 
inquiry into whether elements of 
the Palestine liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) were involved in 
the groups and whether Israeli 
peace activists should stand trial. 

Police commissioner David 
Kraus told Israel Radio the police 
action was justified because it was 
dear from the start that the peace 
activists would not be able to 
control the demonstration. 

But Tzaly Resbef, spokesman 
for Israel's Peace Now move¬ 
ment, called the police action 
brutal and out of all proportion. 

Police also used tear-gas during 
a peace march by 4,000 women in 


Jerusalem Friday and arrested 16 
demonstrators including an Ita¬ 
lian member of tbe European 
Parliament, Dacia Valent. All 
but seven were released seven 
hours later. 

Italy Saturday fold its ambassa¬ 
dor to" Israel to protesr at the 
treatment of Valent, who told 
reporters she had been assaulted 
by Israeli officers. 

Palestinian nationalist leader 
Faisal Husseini described the hu¬ 
man chain as “an historic event” 
marking the beginning of a new 
drive for peace. “We have to 
reach out to Israelis and convince 
them of the need to achieve 
peace," he fold Reuters. 

Israeli troops barred Arabs of 
the occupied territories from en¬ 
tering Jerusalem Saturday. Wit¬ 
nesses said troops turned back 
hundreds of cars with West Bank 
and Gaza licence plates at check¬ 
points on the northern and south¬ 
ern entrances to Jerusaletfi. 

In the West Bank city of Nab¬ 
lus 100 masked Arabs chanted 
slogans supporting the two-year- 
old Palestinian uprising in a 
march marking the founding of 
the PLO’s mainstream Fateh 
group, Palestinian sources said. 

Israel Radio said the marchers 
later clashed with troops and a 

(Continued from page 2) 


Remnants of Ceausescu legacy 
removed, but fears linger 


BUCHAREST (Agencies) — 
Romania's new leaders have re¬ 
moved more of the restrictions 
that were imposed during the 
dictatorship of Nicolae Ceausescu 
but fears were growing among 
students and intellectuals Satur¬ 
day that the new leadership may 
baulk at full democracy. 

The National Salvation Front 
council, which is acting as interim 
leadership, pledged Friday to 
honour all of Romania's interna¬ 
tional commitmeuts, including its 
membership in the Soviet-led 
Warsaw Pact military alliance. 

Tbe government received a 
boost from one Warsaw Pact 
partner with a visit Friday from 
Hungarian Foreiga Minister 
Gynln Horn. 

Horn told Interim President 
Ion Diescu that Hungary wants to 
help Romania. 

“We wish fall success to your 
cause. You can count on the 
Hungarian people’s support and 
solidarity,” Horn said, according 
to tbe Romanian state news agen¬ 
cy Agerpres. 

Diescu fold Romanian televi¬ 
sion that previous tensions in 
Romanian-Hungarian relations 
“were artifically fostered by 
Ceausescu.” 

“It is in tbe interest of our 
peoples to maintain good rela¬ 
tions and to develop our coopera¬ 
tion," Diescu reportedly com- 1 
□rented. 

Some of those who took part in 


the bloody overthrow of the 
Ceausefjpi dictatorship in the last 
two weeks threatened to take to 
the streets again to press for full 
political rights. 

“The old structures are still 
fully in place and too many of 
those who just weeks ago were 
speaking in the name of Ceauses¬ 
cu now talk of democracy,” said 
Ion Matei, one of the emerging 
political activists. 

Matei, a chemistry teacher and 
chairman of the newly-founded 
Romanian Resurrection Party, 
said he had so far been unable to 
publish his party's 18-point man¬ 
ifesto and the names and addres¬ 
ses of its organisers in the mass 
media. 

The newspapers and broadcast¬ 
ing media are stiQ mostly in the 
hands of members of the Com¬ 
munist Party, tbe administrative 
vehicle for Ceausescu's autocratic 
power. 

“The party has politically 
ceased to function at present, but 
its whole personnel structure ex¬ 
ists," said one of Matei's teacher 
colleagues. 

The National Salvation Front 
fares colossal tasks in building 
democracy in a country that has 
been subject to autocratic rule for 
much of its history. 

It has appealed for patience 
while it tackles urgent economic 
and social problems. 

But the government also said it 
had the right to issue decrees that 


carry the force of law. 

Friday, Diescu signed decrees 
for lifting restrictions banning pri¬ 
vate citizens from meeting with 
foreigners or from offering them 
board and lodging. 

Also Lifted were restrictions 
which entitled Romanian motor¬ 
ists to only 30 liteis (about eight 
gallons) of gasoline a month and 
obliged them to park their cars on 
weekends in turns, measures that 
were part of Ceausescu's drive to 
save gasoline for export. 

In another to break with tbe 
past, Diescu abrogated a much 
hated Ceausescu decree obliging 
Romanians to report their meet¬ 
ings with foreigners to the securi- 
tate, or secret police, within 24 
hours. 

Among other measures de¬ 
signed to appease the hard-press¬ 
ed 23 million Romanians, the 
National Salvation Front elimin¬ 
ated the food ration coupons that 
kept people on a diet reminiscent 
of wartime and stopped food ex- 
pons to increase the food supply. 

Earlier, the leadership changed 
the country’s official name from 
tbe Socialist Republic of Roma¬ 
nia to just Romania and removed 
the Communist symbol from the 
flag. 

However, Budapest Radio 
quoted Diescu as saying in an 
interview that members of the 


(Omtmaed from page 2) 






























ddle East News 


Tig re rebels claim 
8,200 troops killed 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — Anti- 
government rebels in northern 
Ethiopia said Saturday they killed 
or wounded 8,200 troops when 
they captured the town of Debre 
Tabor in Gondar province after 
heavy fighting last week. 

Giving details of the clashes 
first reported last Wednesday, 
the clandestine radio of the Tigre 
People's Liberation Front 
(TPLF) said rebels also captured 
2,220 soldiers in the fighting at 
Debre Tabor. 320 kilometres 
north west of Addis Ababa. 

The radio, monitored in Nairo¬ 
bi, gave no details of rebel losses 
during the fighting between Dec. 
20 and 26 and no independent 
confirmation of the report was 
immediately available. 

It said rebel forces also seized 
5,400 small arms, 35 trucks and 
what it called a large arsenal of 
ammuni tion _ 

A number of young men con¬ 
scripted to fight for the army had 
surrendered and joined the 
TPLFs small ally the Ethiopian 
People's Democratic Movement 
(EPDM), the radio said. 

The TPLF and EPDM, fighting 
together as the Ethiopian Peo¬ 
ple's Revolutionary Democratic 
Front, control the whole of north¬ 
ern Tigre province and since die 
end of August have pushed south 
to capture large areas of Gondar, 
Wollo and Shoa. 

The rebels are seeking to top¬ 
ple the Soviet-backed govern¬ 
ment of President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam and set up a braoder- 
based government. 

Rains in south 

As severe drought threatens a 
new famine for milli ons in north¬ 
ern Ethiopia, heavy rain could 


spoil a bumper crop in die south, 
relief officials in Addis Ababa 
said Saturday. 

The harvest-time downpour in 
the south follows estimates that in 
the dry north two to five million 
people will need food aid next 
year. 

Officials, contacted by tele¬ 
phone from Nairobi, said the last 
two weeks of heavy rain was 
feared to have caused serious 
damage to the grain crop being 
harvested in the central province 
of Shoa and the southwestern 
provinces of Wolega and Qu- 
babor. 

“It is fairly wet, there is some 
concern at the moment," David 
Morton, the representative of the 
U-N. World Food Porgramme in 
Ethiopia, told Reuters. 

The officials, most of whom 
asked not to be identified, said it 
was too early to estimate the rain 
damage, which has particularly 
hit teff — a small grain which is 
the staple foodstuff of Ethiopia's 
densely populated highlands. 

Teff s tiny grains are easily 
knocked off their short stems by 
rain or high wind when the crop 
approaches maturity. 

One relief official said the crop 
damage in central and southern 
Ethiopia was very local and 
another said overall damage 
would probably be slight. 

But the majority of the six 
officials contacted by Reutejs 
thought there was considerable 
cause for concern. 

They said the government was 
expected to assess the recent crop 
damage in the sooth when it 
presents a report on the overall 
food situation in Ethiopia in early 
January. 

The U.N. Food and Agricul¬ 
ture Organisation (FAO) said 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Maghreb summit postponed for 6 days 

TUNIS (R) — A meeting in Tunis of five Maghreb beads of stale 
has been postponed until Jan. 15 and 16, a presidential spokesman' 
said Saturday. The summit of the Arab Maghreb Union, which 
groups Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia, was 
originally announced for Jan. 9 and 10. The spokesman said the 
dates were changed after consultations on Friday and because of 
scheduling difficulties. All five beads of state bad agreed to attend, 
he added. The summit will be the onion’s first since the heads of 
state signed the .Arab Maghreb Unioa treaty in the Moroccan city 
of Marrakesh last February. The union is meant to develop into a 
free trade area to face the challenge of a single European market | 
but the five countries have so far made little progress in dismantling 
trade barriers. The recent upsurge in fighting in Western Sahara 
between Morocco and PoKsario guerrillas traditionally supported 
by Algeria is a major obstacle to closer unity, diplomats say. 
Experts from the five countries will meet in Tonis on Jan. 9 and 10 
and their foreign ministers Jan. 12 and 13, the spokesman said. 

U.S. envoy holds talks in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — U.S. State Department Under-secretary Ivan 
Silan met Iraqi officials Saturday to discuss trilateral ties, the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) reported. It said Silan met senior Iraqi official 
Nizar Hamdoun but gave no details. Silan arrived Thursday on a 
tour of U.S. embassies in the Middle East, INA added. Iraq’s 
ruling Baath Party newspaper A1 Thawra Saturday denounced the 
U.S. invasion of Panama last week. "Protection of U.S. interests 
does not give Washington the right to burn the Panamanian 
capital," it said. 

Afghan rebel seeks aid for starving 

ISLAMABAD (R) — An Afghan rebel commander made an 
urgent plea for aid Friday, saying children were dying of starvation 
and cold in northern Afgh anistan . Commander Aryanpur said the 
whole of northeastern Afghanistan was suffering an unprecedented 
drought and one of its toughest winters, the rebel news service 
Midia said. Appealing for immediate financial and material aid, he 
said Badakshan province was particularly badly hit by food 
shortages and the situation was growing worse daily. “A number of 
infants died of starvation and cold on their way to nearby provinces 
for shelter and food," Midia said. The region is part of a huge area 
largely controlled by Ahmad Shah Masood, one of the best-known 
Afghan rebel leaders fighting to overthrow the Soviet-backed 
Kabul government of President Najibullah. The government, 
which itself relies on Soviet supplies of food and fuel, still controls 
the major towns in the north, but the Mujahedeeu rebels hold sway 
over the countryside. Before the war, it was one of Afghanistan's 
most productive fanning regions, supplying the rest of the country 
with wheat. According to Midia, prices of-essentials have shot 
beyond the reach of ordinary Afghans. Wheat now costs 1,200 
afghanis a kg (over $2 at black market rates) — more than 10 times 
the summer price in Kabul. 
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0631 .( Sunrise) Dana 

1138 .Dhulu 


.“Asr 

Maghreb 
. 'Isfaa 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of N az aret h Chard: SwdOeb, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St Joaept Cbanh Td. 624590. 
Church of the Ammodaticm Tel. 
637440. 

Dc far Safe Cbareb Td. 661757 
Temauta Chart* Tel: 622366 
Church of the Auunudadou Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Chart* TcL 025383, TeL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tei. 
771331, 

Armenian Orthodox Church TeL 

775261. 

St Ephraim Chraeh Td. 771751. 
Am ma n international Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Td. 815817 and 654932. 

WEATHER 

BoBctia supplied by ihe Department of 
Meteorology. 

Winds will appear al different alti¬ 
tudes and rain is expected to foil 


Tuesday Ethiopia would need l.Z 
million tonnes of food aid to 
avoid famine in 1990, including 
700,000 tonnes for drought vic¬ 
tims in the north. 

Using the standard yardstick of 
15 kilogrammes of grain per per¬ 
son per month, 700,000 tonnes 
would be enough to feed 3.9 
million people for a year. 

Most of the drought victims in 
the north are in rebel-controlled 
areas, but the government is ex¬ 
pected to give permission soon 
for consortium of church relief 
agencies to truck food into the 
rebel-occupied province of Tigre. 

During the previous droughts 
of 1984-85 and 1987-88, the gov¬ 
ernment refused to allow relief 
-agencies to distribute food in 
rebel areas. 

However, rebel advances since 
then have made millions of desti¬ 
tute peasants in the north totally 
unreachable from government 
territory. The alternative to 
allowing food to reach them 
would be mass starvation. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Tesfaye Dinka 
said last week that the govern¬ 
ment would shortly announce a 
framework for tbe Joint Relief 
Programme (JRP), a consortium 
of Ethiopian cburcih charities, to 
distribute food in the north, in¬ 
cluding Tigre. 

The government expelled most 
international relief agencies from 
war-tom northern Ethiopia in 
April 1988 and Tesfaye made 
clear that it did not intend to 
allow them back. 

However, the relief officials 
said several foreign charities plan 
to support file JRP operation by 
making avialable food, trucks, 
warehouses and other support 
facili tie s - 
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ISRAELI RAID: Members of the Lebanese 
Communist Party stand o front of the wreckage 
of their base, destroyed by an Israeli air raid on 


Sooth 1 
and 24 


m. At least ten people 
wounded. 


Turkey hails Bulgarian 
move on ethnic Turks 


Mubarak 
gets rare 
praise from 
opposition 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak received 
rare praise from opposition par¬ 
ties Saturday for restoring di¬ 
plomatic ties with Syria after a 
break of more than a decade. 

“We most say that we would 
not have achieved this without 
Egypt’s successful policy,” Ibra¬ 
him Shukri, opposition spokes¬ 
man and leader of tbe Socialist 
Labour Party, told parliament. 

Egypt and Syria agreed 
Wednesday to restore full rela¬ 
tions. 

Shukri praised Mubarak's di¬ 
plomacy which he said was 
marked by “patience, calm and 
efforts to bring brothers together 
seeking points of agreement be¬ 
fore points of discord.” 

Opposition parties are usually 
critical of Mubarak’s handling of 
tbe country’s economic and inter¬ 
nal affairs. 

Yassin Serageddin, parliamen¬ 
tary leader of the opposition cen¬ 
tre-right Al-Wafd Party, said he 
hoped the move would help ease 
tensions between Syria and Iraq, 
bitter foes ruled by rival wings of 
the Arab Baath Party. 

“The restoration of ties with 
Syria crowns Arab diplomacy and 
Mubarak’s efforts," he said. 

The People's Assembly, 
dominated by Mubarak’s ruling 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP), said in a statement Satur¬ 
day the rapprochement with Syria 
was “a significant political 
achievement to boost Arab 
unity.” 

Mubarak to visit Sudan 

Mubarak will visit Khartoum 
Sunday for talks expected to 
focus on attempts to end Sudan's 
five-year-old dvil war, Arab di¬ 
plomats said Saturday. 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Turkey 
Saturday welcomed Bulgaria's 
decision to abandon its policy of 
assimilating ethnic Turks. 

“We are pleased. It is a starting 
point,” Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
man Murat Sungar said. 

More than 300,000 mainly 
Muslim ethnic Turks fled from 
Bulgaria to Turkey earlier tins 
year, daiming they were victims 
of a forced religious and cultural 
assimilation campaign. 

But Bulgaria’s new Communist 
authorities announced Friday 
that Muslims would no longer 
have to take Bulgarian names mid 
would have tbe right to practise 
Islam. 

“Turkey will respond to every 
positive step that the Bulgarian 
government takes in this regard,” 
Foreign Minister Mesut Yflmaz 
said in a written statement Friday 

nigh t. 

Bulgaria has an estimated 1.5 
mfllion ethnic Turks, leftovers 
from Ottoman rule. Under now 
disgraced former leader Todor 
Zhivkov, it consistently denied 
die existence of such a minority. 

Yilmaz said he believed that a 
planned meeting in Kuwait Jan. 9 
between the foreign ministers of 
Turkey and Bulgaria would open 
a fresh chapter in cooperation 
between the two countries. 

Turkey seeks to secure proper¬ 
ty and other rights for those 
Turks who left Bulgaria and to 
protect the rights of those who 
chose to remain. 

Turkey, of the NATO western 


alliance, and Bulgaria, of the 
Warsaw Pact, held a first round 
of talks in Kuwait Oct. 30 before 
Zhivkov was ousted. They agreed 
then to meet again. 

Officials say nearly 90,000 of 
the e thni c Turks who fled to 
Turkey have returned to Bulgaria 
and more are now expected to go 
back. 

“People are going bade but 
those who have found jobs wQl 
probably stay in Turkey” one 
official said. 

Offi cials said that, depending 
on the outcome of the Jan. 9 
talks, Turkey could increase eco¬ 
nomic and commercial coopera¬ 
tion with Bulgaria, almost non¬ 
existent at present. 

They said Turkey was prepared 
to offer export credits when rela¬ 
tions improved. 

The chairman of Bulgaria's 
national assembly, Stanko Todor- 
ov, told demonstrating Tories in 
Sofia Friday that in future “ev¬ 
erybody in Bulgaria will be able 
to choose his name, religion and 
language freely.” 

- Bulgaria’s name-change cam-, 
paign, which gathered momen-' 
turn in 1984, also affected tens of 
thousands of Pomaks, or Muslim 
Slavs, living in the south of the 
country. 

Muslims who had demons¬ 
trated since Thursday night in 
heavy snow outside parliament 
burst into tears and hugged one 
another on hearing the announce¬ 
ment that they could use their 
own names. 


‘Monster of Nabeul' Andreotti 
arrested in Tunisia welcome; 


TUNIS (R) — Police have 
arrested an itinerant fruitseUer on 
charges of kidnapping, raping 
and murdering at least nine Tuni¬ 
sian boys and three girls, after 
hunting the man dubbed the 
“monster oi Nabeul". 

Bodies of three children were 
found under the earth floor of the 
house where the 45-year-old man 
was living. Others were buried in 
orchards or riverbeds or dumped 
in abandoned wells after the chil¬ 
dren were strangled or stabbed in 
the heart, police said Saturday. 

Tbe children, aged between 
nine and 14 years, vanished over 
four years in the cap bon region 
of Tunisia. 

Tbe fruitseUer. who was also a 
part-time labourer, was named as 
Naceur Ben Abada Damergj, in 
the independent newspaper Le 
Temps. He was arrested Wednes¬ 
day, police said. 

Police stepped up their hunt 


last July for die “monster of 
Nabeul” after concluding there 
was a link between cases of chil¬ 
dren disappearing in Nabeul pro¬ 
vince, about 50 kfloroetres south¬ 
east of Tunis. 

They said they were trying to 
establish whether Damergj had 
killed any other children. 

But Le Temps quoted him as 
saying: “I’ve accounted for them 
all, since whether I admit all of 
them or half, it's the same, I 
know that the rope is waiting for 
me somewhere.” . 

The death penalty is still in 
force in Tunisia but no executions 
have taken place since President 
Zine A1 Abidine Ben Ali took 
office in November 1987. 

Damergj, who was born in pris¬ 
on and has spent 15 years in jail 
for various offences, bad been 
living alone since he and his wife 
divorced in 1983. 


welcomes 
S. Yemen 
reforms 

ADEN (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Ghtiio Andreotti Satur¬ 
day welcomed political and eco¬ 
nomic reforms in Marxist South 
Yemen and pledged to boost bi¬ 
lateral cooperation, Aden News 


quoted him as saying tbe 
leadership in the South was “re¬ 
viewing tbe past and searching for 
solutions to old problems.” 

Andreotti was speaking at tbe 
end of a two-day visit to South 
Yemen which is liberalising poli¬ 
tical and economic policies ahead 
of a planned merger with tbe 
western north next year. 

The Italian leader earlier vi¬ 
sited North Yemen and discussed 
the possibility of setting up in¬ 
dustrial projects there, the offi¬ 
cial news agency SABA said. 
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particularly in tbe n o rt he rn and central 
parts oi toe Kmgfotn. Temperatures 
win drop and winds will be south¬ 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and seat 
cafan. 

Min /mar Iflnp 

Amman. 5/13 

Aqaba. 11/23 

DckTO. 4 1 16 

Jordan VaBey. 10 / 20 

Yesterday's high t emp erat ur es: Am¬ 
man 16.2, Aqaba 24.8. Humidity read¬ 
ings: Amman 36 per cent, Aqaba 24 
per ceoL 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.HamfiAlZunoqi.783708 

Dr. Subcd Tanaous.898903 

Dr. Issa Abu Haidar .637123 

Dr- Mashbour Abu Rashid. (—) 

Firas pharmacy. 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy.....778336 

Al Asema pharmacy.637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy.623672 


Al Salam pharmacy.636730 

Yacoob pharmacy .—.644945 

Sbmeisam pharmacy.637660 


IRBID: 

Dr. Mahmoud Khated 
Al Sharaa' pharmacy.. 


(985238) 


ZARQA; 

Dr. YahyaAJ Tariff .. 

Khab/eb pfaarmacy .. 


.981520 

. 98S417 


EMERGENCIES 

Qvfl Defence Department.6 ( 

Cm] Defence laimcrtwtc 

Rescue. & 

Civil Defence Emergency. 

Resaw Police. 192.6221]].£ 

Fire Brigade.85 

Blood Bank..— 7 

Highway Police. 84 

Traffic Police. St 

Pntfic Security D c pacmm . 6 

Hotel Complaints.6C 

Price Complaints...6* 

Water and Sewerage 

Goroplamu.85 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.......... 7f 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) ............. 


Overseas Calls.01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.623101 

Abdati Telephone Repain .661101 

Jordan Television ;.773111 

Radio Jordan.774111 

Water Authority ..6OT100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

D Company. 636381 

KJ Flight Information.QB63200 

Queen Alia Inli. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.S13813/32 

KhahdiMaternity,!.Amu... 644281/6 
AJdlehMaternity,J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.642362 

Malhas. J. Amman...636140 

Palestine, Shmetsani. 66417V4 

Shmeisarri Hospital.669131 

University Hospital.845845 

Al-Mnasher Hospital . 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.666127A7 

AJ-AML Abdali ............_ 664164/6 

Italian, AL-Muhajreca. 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh. 775111/26 

Army. Marta ____891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 


ZARQA: 

ZarqaCovt. Hospital. [09W83323 

Zmqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
IbnSina Hospital .(09)966732 

QUID: 

Princess Bssma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (021272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital. (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is sapphad by Royal 
Jordanna (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment m the Queen Ala International 
Airport TeL (08/532005, where it 
should always he miffed. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal i) 

AM .. Kuwait (RJ) 

.. Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

996$ .Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

lk3* .Jeddah, Aqaba (RJ) 

I7M .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
.FiamfRJ) 
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Lower House 


“This is -the best new year’s 
present Turks could have,” 
opposition activist Rumen Vode- 
mcharov told Reuters. “It's the 
be ginnin g of the end of a tragedy 
which began as long ago as the 
early 1960s.” 

It was not immediately dear 
which authority had decided to 
row back on the assimilation poli¬ 
cy pursued by Zhivkov. 

western ■ diplomats said it 
appeared to have come from a 
snap meeting of the party’s poli¬ 
cy-making central committee cal¬ 
led on Friday to meet continuing 
for change. Prominent poti- 
tiburo member Alexander Lilov 
accompanied Todorov to address 
the crowd, the radio said. 

New communist party leader 
Peter Mtadenov has been eager 
to prove himself wilting to make 
changes in Bulgaria. 

Bulgarian radio said Mladenov 
told Muslim leader Nedio Gend- 
jev Thursday that a draft law 
before tbe national assembly 
would adopt new roles on reli¬ 
gious activities. 

They discussed issues “con¬ 
nected with giving fuller express¬ 
ion to the faith, as well as the use 
of Muslim names by believers 
who wished to do so,” tbe radio- 
said. 

Vodenicbarov said he thought 
most Muslims who had fled 
would now return. This would 
boost the economy, which came 
to a standstill in some regions 
when Turkish workers aban¬ 
doned their jobs and homes. 


(Continaed from page 1) 

Amman Deputy Yaconb Kanash, 
an independent Islamist 

Hmdawi, who served as deputy 
prime minister under Rifai, 
charged that Badran, who served 
two terms as prime minister dar¬ 
ing die period 2976-1984, bears a 
considerable share of the respon¬ 
sibility for tbe country’s foreign 
debt. 

Hindawi gave what he said 
were fi g ures to show that Badran 
also had borrowed from external 
sources to finance public spend¬ 
ing and ill-fated development 
projects. 

According to Hindawi, Jordan 
had a foreign debt of S9.76 billion 
at tbe end of 1988. 

Badran bad borrowed over 
$3.7 billion during his two terms, 
he said. 

According to Hindawi, tbe 
Rifai government bad borrowed 
$4.4 billion and had spent $3 
bfltion in debt servicing. 

The Irbid deputy named sever¬ 
al major development projects 
whose costs had exceeded initial 
estimates after they were im¬ 
plemented under Badran. 

Referring to a government sti¬ 
pulation, in a bid to eliminate 
corruption, that every senior gov¬ 
ernment official has to account 
for his assets before and after 
assuming office, Hindawi said the 
precondition was effective only 
tor tire present and future. Saying 
that “corruption was part of 
Jordanian life” for the past 20 
years, he asked whether wealthy 
officials could be required to ex¬ 
plain how they had acquired such 
fortunes. 

Casting doubts oil the “credi¬ 
bility of the government's prog¬ 
ramme” Hindawi declared that 
that he was withholding his vote 
of confidence in the Badran 
cabinet, which was formed earlier 
this month to replace the interim 
government erf Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker who took over from Rifai 
and saw the country through the 
Nov. 8 elections. 

The Muslim Brotherhood and 
its Islamist sympathisers who 
have emerged as the strongest 
bloc in die House appeared di¬ 
vided over whether to give Bad¬ 
ran the vote of confidence. 
However, Balqa Deptrty Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat, speaking on be¬ 
half of a 20-member group com¬ 
prising committed Muslim 


brothers and independent syriK: 
pathisers, demanded that Badran;; 
pledge to implement a stricted 
application of Sharia, a total 
abolition of martial law and the 
return of public officials fired 
from their jobs for ^politicaT 
reasons” as weS as restriction on 
the sale of alcohol. _ - - 

Amman Deputy Karrash ques¬ 
tioned Badran’s ability to bead a _ 
new government. “Is. it Jxwsible 
for a former intelligence man to 1 
head a democratic government?” 
asked Kanash, who hassakfear-- 
tier that he was detained fbr sir ■; 
months in 1985during tbe rufeof 
Rifai. 

Other speakers during Satur- ; 
day’s session included Nawaf 
Khawaleh (Mafraq), Nader 
Dhweirat (irbid), Salameh.- 
Ghuweri (Zaxqa), Faisal Ben Jazi - 
(southern tribes), Salam Al 
Frmhat (Ajloun), Nayef Hadid 
(Amman), Awm Bashar (Balqa), 
Mohammad Alawneh (Irfaid), 
Jamal Sbreireh, Nayef Abu 
Tayyeh (southern tribes), Ata 
Shah wan (Amman), Husni 
Shiyab (Irbid). Mohammad : 
Hnwiemel (Karak) and Samir 
Kawar (Balqa). 

Most of comments dealt with 
tbe economic situation, agricul¬ 
ture and issues related to infras¬ 
tructure, farmers credits and 
problems, education as well as 
health care, but none of the 
deputies made it dear whether 
they would vote for the govern¬ 
ment or not But it was believed 
that most of them would: 

Shayyab specifically referred to 
the defence law of 1939' and 
called for a quick repeal of tbe 
law. 

Arabiyat said tbe 20-member 
group he represented had in¬ 
formed Badran earlier that they 
would “cooperate with a strong, 
dean government.” He described , 
tiie government as “much below ' 
the level of oar aspirations and 
the aspirations of our people.” ' 

However, he said that the 
gronp was willing to give the 
confidence vote to Barkan pro¬ 
vided that the government 
pledges sender enforcement of 
Islamic laws, a definite date for 
lifting martial law — in force in 
the country since 1967 — rein¬ 
statement of dvfl servants who 
were dismissed for “security 
reasons” ,and curbs on sales of 
alcoholic beverages as well as 
increased backing for the intifada 
'in the occupied territories. 


' Israelis charge rally 


(ContiBned from page 1) 

Palestinian youth was wounded in 
the foot by a plastic bullet. 

la the Gaza Strip, soldiers shot 
and wounded eight Palestinians 
during dashes, hospital officials 
said. The army placed several 
Gaza City neighbourhoods under 
curfew, Palestinian sources said. 

The Israeli, European and 
Palestinian participants in the 
peace chain joined in chants of 
“We want peace" and carried 
balloons with the rally’s slogan, 
“1900 - Tune for Peace." 

Some 15,000 people — about a 
third more than organisers had 
anticipated — turned out fbr the 
“human chain” around the stone 
walls of Jerusalem's Old City. 
Fourteen hundred people came 
from Europe for the rally, most 
of them Italians. 

The crowd was probably 
enough to encircle the wall of the 
Old Gty, a distance of 4,018 
metres. But the participants were 
unevenly distributed, with the 
activists five deep in some areas 


and up to a dozen metres apart in 
others. 

After the activists linked 
hands, thousands of balloons 
were released into the air to drift 
over the city. 

People stood in silence for ab¬ 
out 15 minutes, then some parti¬ 
cipants broke into a rousing ver¬ 
sion of “We Shall Overcome” 
and chanted “Two states for two 
people 

Organisers of the rally said the 
goal was to prove that dialogue 
between Israelis and Palestinians 
can lead to peace in tbe Middle 
East. The rally was sponsored by 
Italian peace groups, Israel’s 
Peace Now and Palestinian activ¬ 
ists. 

David Cohen, an Argentine 
Jew who now lives in Jerusalem, 
drew a crowd at one comer of the 
Old Gty as he played peace songs 
on his guitar. 

“We think it’s time to say to 
the Israeli government that it is 
time to sit down at the table with 
Palestinians and make, peace,” 
Cohen said. 


Romania 


(Continued from page 1) 

Communist Party would play a 
positive part in a new democratic 
Romania. 

“We are in a situation in which 
we have to ask all of our society’s 
forces to act in unity, and fo join 
forces,” be reportedly said. 
Romania has denied reports 


that Libyans fought alongside 
security forces loyal to Ceauses- 
co, the Romanian state Ageipres 
news agency reported Saturday. 

The report, monitored in Vien¬ 
na, also said Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi told Qiescu 
that rumours of Libyan involve¬ 
ment in the fighting were “com¬ 
pletely groundless. 
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Archaeology and 
restoration work 
get major boost 


CONSULTATIONS : Deputies coasdt 
oAtf ahead of the foraud opening of Saturday’s 


session of the Lower Home (Photo by Yousef A1 
‘Afina) 


31 ami* 

Sivw:. 


Primary health care 
course begins for doctors 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A five-week 
' training comae for doctors in 
providing primary health care 
-services started Staurday at the 
Ministry of Health. 

Health Minister Mohammad 
Addonb AI Zaben, who opened 
■ the' course, said that primary 
health care services would be 
- boosted in Jordan so that all 
dozens would be covered by 
proper health services by die end 
tif the century in line with recom¬ 
mendations issued by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 

'Participants in the course are 
.expected to deal with planning, 
management and operation of 
services at health centres and 
providing nutrition, care for the 
rick, dealing with contagious dis¬ 
eases ^rid h andling occupa tion al 
hazards. - 

The minister called on primary 
health care officials to direct their 
attention to means of offering 
protection to the society from bad 
habits that might cause diseases 
and to early detection of illnesses. 

. Doctors from health centres 
around the country involved in 
the course will be discussing va¬ 
rious activities- pertaining to 
health issues at the health centre 
of their work in the course of 
discharg in g their duties, accord- 
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Mohammad Addonb Al Zaben 

ing to health ministry officials. 
They said that the two-week 
coarse would orient the doctors 
on all matters needed to boost 
primary health care services in 
Jordan. 


Jordan, 

N. Yemen 

discuss 

civil 

defence 

AMMAN (Petra)—The director 
of the civil defence department in 
North Yemen, Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel Ahmad Abdullah Al Anasi, 
met here Saturday with Major- 
General Afif Ghoul, director of 
the Civil Defence Department 
(ODD) to discuss cooperation be¬ 
tween Jordan and North Yemen 
in civil defence fields. 

They also discussed training of 
personnel employed in civil de¬ 
fence and rescue operations and 
exchange of expertise in these 
areas at the meeting, which was 
attended by senior aides from 
both rides. Anasi was briefed on 
;tbe CDD’s modernisation prog¬ 
ramme of dvil defence services m 
the Kingdom and future plans. 

Anasi and his delegation later 
toured a number of units, includ¬ 
ing one which offers early warn¬ 
ing-of-fires-and other dangers. 

The North Yemeni team also, 
had a briefing on CDD’s methods 
of handling dangerous chemicals. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern¬ 
ment recently made available 
funds to finance the restoration of 
Karak Castle, a project which will 
be carried out in cooperation with 
Che Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) and Czechoslovak 
archaeologists, according to Gha- 
zi Bisbeh, director of the Depart¬ 
ment of Antiquities in Amman. 

The work entails, among other 
things, restoration at the castle 
itself, with special attention to be 
given to the eastern wall and the 
southern tower of the ancient 
structure, Bisbeh said in a state¬ 
ment Saturday to the Sawt Al 
Shaab Arabic daily. 

At the same time. Bisbeh said, 
the department is going ahead 
with other plans which include up 
to 35 archaeological digs around 
the country. In the coming year it 
will start issuing pamphlets and 
brochures in a simple form to 
help spread information about 
the archaeological sites, and the 
results of excavations at historical 
places of Jordan. The coming 
year wxU also witness an escala¬ 
tion of activity on the part of the 
department by displaying arte¬ 
facts at local and international 
exhibitions to highlight Jordan's 
archaeology and by dealings with 
Jordanian universities, Bisbeh 
added. 

So far, the department has 
more than 5,000 registered 
archaeological sites where it con¬ 
ducted digs with the help of fore¬ 
ign missions, but this number is 
expected to rise to 7,000 shortly, 
once a general survey started by 
the department on various areas 
has been completed, Bisbeh 


noted. 

Bisbeh said the department, 
which has 250 qualified personnel 
including eight with doctorate de¬ 
grees, would continue to cooper¬ 
ate with foreign archaeological 
missions that have been conduct¬ 
ing digs in Jordan. 

Bisheh said that in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education, 
the Department of Antiquities 
would introduce pamphlets and 
booklets to schools of Jordan 
featuring archaeology and past 
history of the co un t r y as unearthed 
by archaeological missions at Pet¬ 
ra, Jerash, Urn Qais, Tabaqat 
Fatal, the Omayyad desert castles 
and other places. These pam¬ 
phlets and brochures will be sim¬ 
ple, in form and easy to read and 
understand, tnch«fin g special edi¬ 
tions for children, Bisbeh ex¬ 
plained. 

Apart from publishing litera¬ 
ture about Archaeology of Jor¬ 
dan, Bisbeh said, the department 
will continue to offer archaeolo¬ 
gical artefacts in exhibitions here 
and abroad. 

He said the exhibition called 
the “Kings Highway”, which has 
been to a number of countries 
and is now being held in Tokyo, 
will move on to Liverpool in the 
United Kingdom in March 1990. 
Bisheh made it dear that the 
excavation programmes are nor¬ 
mally costly and require highly 
specialised staff as well as dili¬ 
gence and perseverance. 

This is why the department 
prefers to rely on assistance from 
selected foreign archaeological 
missions from friendly nations, 
he said. 



Aqaba has the potential to attract a great number of tourists but tourist operators Halm (Aaf tourism has 
sharply declined. 

Tourism operators warn of 
Aqaba disaster, urge action 


68,000 illegal workers 
in country, survey says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — At least 
68,000 non-Jordanians are at pre¬ 
sent working illegally in the King¬ 
dom and a similar number bold 
work permits and are employed 
in various organisations, accord¬ 
ing to a survey conducted by the 
Ministry of Labour. 

The survey, quoted by Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily, recommended 

that proper measures be 

adopted so as to -control me' 
labour market through intensify¬ 
ing search campaigns-by Labour 
Ministry teams. 


The team, which conducted the 
survey, recommended closer 
cooperation between the Labour 
Ministry and the employers and 
businesses to help find work for 
unemployed Jordanians who can 
take the place of non-Jordanian 
workers. 

It also recommended that 
Jordanian embassies in countries 
that can absorb a greater num¬ 
ber of Jordanian workers DC 
provided with qualified officials 
who could find jobs for Jorda¬ 
nians in these countries. 


AQABA (J.T.)—Tourism in the 
port city of Aqaba is sharply 
declining at the peak of tourism 
season causing alarm to hoteliers 
and tourist agents who blame the 
situation cm a host of reasons, 
including the Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism’s recent decision to impose a 
10 per cent tax on hotel services. 

Interviewed by the local Arabic 
daily Al Dnstour, Simon Khouri, 
owner of the Aqua marina hotel, 
and several leading hoteliers and 
tourist agents all forecast a 
gloomy outlook for tourism this 
winter and call for immediate 
action on the part of the govern¬ 
ment to help stimulate tourism. 

“To succeed as a tourist centre, 
Aqaba should be in a position to 
offer competitive rates for hotel 
services, travel and other areas 
and attract tourists from various 
parts of the world,” Khouri said. 

“Aqaba accounts for 30 per 
cent of the total volume of tour¬ 
ism in Jordan, thanks to the port 
city's mild climate, especially dur¬ 
ing the winter season,” he added. 

Hotel occupancy during the 
past winter season registered 
around 70 per cent) dropping now 
to 65 per cent, largely due to 
cancellation of visits by tourist 
groups last month, Khouri 
pointed out. He said that only a 
trickle of tourists arrive in Aqaba 
nowadays, in addition to tire 
weekly tourist flights from Fin¬ 
land nrhk.ii account Only for "2U 
per cent of the tool volume of 
tourism in Aqaba. 

In order to make their ends 


at least 40 to 50 per cent occupan¬ 
cy, but if the cancellations con¬ 
tinue, the hotels will certainly 
face a “disaster,'' Khouri said. 

Khouri, who has just returned 
from a business trip abroad dur¬ 
ing which he met with tour oper¬ 
ators in America, France, Hol¬ 
land, Austria and Finland, said 
that he discussed with directors of 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) offices 
abroad obstacles in the way of 
marketing Jordan in foreign 
countries. He said the following 
reasons seem to be impeding RJ 
and Aqaba tourist centres’ 
efforts: 

— Rise of prices of various ser¬ 
vices and commodities', 

— The soaring prices of RJ fares, 
(almost 20 per cent above rates in 
neighbouring countries); 

—The imposition of a 10 per cent 
tax on services by hotels of less 
than four-star classification; 

— The lack of a s tanding policy 
for marketing Jordan abroad and 
the Ministry of Tourism's failure 
to participate in various interna¬ 
tional conferences and exhibi¬ 
tions. RJ offices abroad can only 
help reserve seats for tourists, but 
lack qualified staff to help market 
Jordan’s tourist attractions. 

The Aqaba-Nweibeh land-sea 
roufe, Khouri said, is being used 
for transit and travel and to fepv. 
cars ana tourists combined. This 
is improper for tourism, he said. 
Tourist groups should be 
accorded separate facilities with 


special services. Khouri sug¬ 
gested. 

Khouri also proposed the crea¬ 
tion of a separate tourist office to 
separately market Aqaba, locally 
and abroad, since the port city 
constitutes a good source of hard 
currency income for the 
Kingdom. 

He said direct weekly flights 
from Europe to Aqaba should be 
organised at competitive prices 
and that no additional taxes 
should be imposed during the 
tourist season. Khouri also sug¬ 
gested that Ministry of Informa¬ 
tion launch a concerted informa¬ 
tional programme to encourage 
tourism. 

Among those interviewed by 
the newspaper were S alim Had¬ 
dad, Simaan Qousus, Salim Al 
Hilu and Mahmoud Hilalat all of 
whom voiced concern over the 
situation. 

A total of 14,000 Finnish tour¬ 
ists visited Aqaba and the scruth- 
eni regions of Jordan last year, 
but only 5,000 have booked to 
come this season, according to 
those interviewed. The govern¬ 
ment’s measures and the increase 
in taxes have largely reduced the 
volume of domestic tourism and 
drastically curtailed income for 
hotels, local businesses and other 
facilities. 

Last August, the Ministry of 
Tourism announced a 45 to 50 per 
cent increase on hotel charges m 
Jordan as part of a comprehen¬ 
sive policy to improve hotel ser¬ 
vices. 


EC to support 


Jordan’s need 


Industrial energy for psychologists 
meeting In Jordan finally addressed 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — European in-' 
dusariafists wOI demonstrate their 
latest technologies in energy effi¬ 
ciency and conservation in key 
industrial sectors during a region¬ 
al industrial symposium to be 
held in Jordan next year. The 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources (MEMR) is organising 
the symposium with the help of 
Systems Europe, a Belgian con¬ 
sulting firm hired under the ener¬ 
gy cooperation accord between 
MEMR and the European Com¬ 
mission’s Directorate General for 
Energy. 

The EC Newsletter inter¬ 
viewed Etienne Jamoulle, the 
president of Systems Europe, 
who was in Amman recently to 
advise the MEMR and to help 
define the se minar ’s topics, main 
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“We. envisage that 50-100 indus¬ 
trialists will participate,” he said. 
... .Jamoulle said that the sexni- 
narV main theme will be energy 
mfynithri ng and management for 
better, efficiency and conserva¬ 
tion, and that “its main objective 
is to promote a variety of rela- 
, fobs and contacts between Euro¬ 
pean and Arab industrialists.'’ 

>• The seminar, to be organised 
by foe MEMR and sponsored by 
the European C ommuni ty and 
.possibly also by a relevant inter- 
Arab organisation, will tackle the 
energy aspects of the electricity 
generating, oil refining, cement, 
-"fertiliser ■ petrochemical in¬ 
dustries. • 

European industrialists will 
■ 1^ presentations on their latest 
energy, ■ conservation technolo¬ 
gies. IHs hoped that an exchange 

information, especially on pro¬ 


duct/expertise problems in the 
Arab World, would help expand 
commercial exchange with 
Europe through increased busi¬ 
ness contacts and joint ventures. 

The seminar will address tech¬ 
nological aspects of energy man¬ 
agement and control, with 
Jamoulle suggesting that Euro¬ 
pean technology requires only 
minor modfficatiois to be used in 
the Arab World (one example: 
using Arabic characters in micro¬ 
processors). 

“Energy management in a ce¬ 
ment plant requires a system able 
to monitor the various consump- 
tional device components of the 
chain of cement production, so 
that one can compare — on the 
spot — actual and ideal levels of 
energy consumption and take 
corrective action on a system 
level,” Jamoulle said, adding that 
rhfc applies to almost any industry 
or sector. 

One major difference in energy 
load management is that the 
Arab states have to manage ener¬ 
gy shortages, while Enrpe has to 
manage energy surpluses. Energy 
shortage management requires 
close monitoring of equipment 
use to avoid overload, much re¬ 
duces the equipment's life span 
and is costly. Such monitoring 
akn promotes the efficient use of 
all equipment. 

“We are also considering tack¬ 
ling environmental and pollution 
issues related to energy manage¬ 
ment and pollution protection 
systems,” Jamoulle told the EC 
Newsletter. 

The industrial seminar is set to 
iat«» place in Amm a n in the 
second half of 1990, . 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tte J&bmng listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 
: the daBy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
- tone and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

> Ah art exhibition by artiste from Jordan and otter Arab 
^ countries at Al Wasiti Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 

£ ’Bfc yontts art exharfttm at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 
& by lyad Al Masri and Qasem Al Samir at the 


By Nnr Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN—There was always 
a widely-felt feeling that there 
was a need for a higher number 
of psychologists in Jordan. It 
was not until December this 
year that a national centre for 
psychological and educational 
consultation was opened here. 

Until now, it was unheard-of 
for a member of a traditional 
Jordanian family to consult 
with strangers and reveal per¬ 
sonal and private problems. 
But, these views are changing. 
“I feel secure when I am talk¬ 
ing to a professional who is 
able to listen and pinpoint my 
problem and thus set myself on 
the rigfat track,” said one of the 
clients at the new centre. 

The centre owes its origins 
to Dr. Arwa Amen, director of 
the Psychology Department at 
the University of Jordan, and 
Dr. Fatima Reed- 

According to Ameri, the 
centre focuses on problems of' 
social and emotional develop¬ 
ment; learning, language, and 
school adjustment; dependen¬ 
cy problems and family and 
marriage interactions. Five 
qualified doctors at the centre 
tackle a wide range of these 
problems. 

“Our approach is therefore 
interdusdphnary/' Ameri said. 
“We look at the individual as a 
whole in assessment and in 
therapy.” The centre also gives 
special training to parents and 
teachers, “for they lay the 
foundations on which young 
people can grow into respons- 
ble and competent indi¬ 
viduals,” she added. 

Ameri noted' feat parents- 
had expressed great relief now 
' that childre n with lea rning dis- 
i abilities can turn to special* 
'education teachers. Thus a 
.child who is slower than his/her 
perns yet not slow enough for a. 
special school can now over¬ 
come these problems by having 
thee qualified teachers offer¬ 
ing tire special attention he/she 
needs. 

Nine children between the 
ages of three and 13 with learn¬ 
ing problems have attended 
(he centre so far. Ameri said 
that the remaining four are 


adults with “eating disorders” 
or medicine dependency prob¬ 
lems. 

Ameri expressed satisfaction 
with the way the centre was 
packing up and the feedback it 
was getting. “Because of the 
keenness of the people, we are 
establishing group sessions of 
mothers and fathers alterna¬ 
tively for obe hour for two 
months,” she said. The objec¬ 
tive of these group sessions is ! 
to discuss lectures relating to 
problems parents are facing 
with their children. ”It will 
jnove successful because peo¬ 
ple often feel better when they 
know other people share the 
same problems,” said Ameri. 

Ameri remembered that at 
the beginning — when the pro¬ 
ject was in its initial stages. “It 
was time consuming and re¬ 
quired a lot of effort.” She 
explained that since by law 
clinical psychologists cannot 
practice in Jordan, ‘it was 
with a great deal of persuasion 
and patience that the centre 
was set up as a legalised com¬ 
pany:” The National Centre 
for Psychological and Educa¬ 
tional consultation is now the 
only centre of its kind in 
Jordan. 

Ameri noted that there are a. 
lot of psychiatrists who practise 
In Jordan but pointed out that 
-there “is a clear difference 
between them and psycholog¬ 
ists.” 

The former, requires seven 
years of medical practice and 
as tittle as three years of. 
psychology while the latter stu¬ 
dies ten years of psychology.' 

With this new centre estab¬ 
lished for the people who do 
not need medical treatment, 
“psychiatrists are pleased be¬ 
cause we are taking a large 
load off their shoulders,” 
Ameri said. People used to go* 
to psychiatrists even though 
they did not need medical* 
treatment as the only solution 
to their problems. Instead, ■ 
these people are now turning 
to the counselling centre. 

“We expect many more peo¬ 
ple to tom tons. The need now 
is for more qualified psycho¬ 
logists and perhaps more'cen- 
tres,” Ameri said. 
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Demand for 
the imoossibl 


THE BIG question now on the minds of the Middle Eastern 
parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict is whether the five-point 
Baker plan is going to end op nowhere just like all previous 
initiatives to settle the Pales tinian problem. Judging by the 
growing gap between the positions of the PLO on one hand 
and the Americans and the Israelis on (he other, there hi no 
visible way to bridge such differences between them, 
especially over the central role of the PLO in any peace 
negotiation. At a time when Israel flatly rejects any role for 
the PLO ami the U-S. is advocating circumventing the PLO 
for the time bring on the premise that the dynamics of any 
Palestinian-lsradi talks would, in dne course, pull back the 
PLO into the negotiations, the PLO believes, and rightly so, 
flint sncfa demands and words of advice are intended in fact 
undermine the PLO as an el ementar y interlocutor in the 
pfa fg process. 

There is no doubt that, bad the PLO yielded to the 
suggestions and demands being presented to it with a view to 
isolating it from the envisaged talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians, (he Palestinian side wonld have ended np bring 
deprived of its head and soul and become an easy prey to 
Israeli designs and manipulations. What is even worse, 
-there is always the possibility that an ominous wedge would 
be successfully driven between the Palestinian people under 
occupation and their legitimate leadership in diaspora. And 
as the Palestinian people have spoken their word and freely 
selected the PLO as their sole representative, it defies logic 
to still insist on keeping the PLO away from the negotiating 
process. 

. Accordingly, instead of asking the PLO to surrender its 

riyhlib] plow in LiK negotiating purwaoj— Luiul-muut 

requested to be more serious about its derire to talk with the 
Palestinian side by accepting to talk to their dnly elected 
representatives. The surest way for Israel to prove its 
seriousness and sincerity in conducting meaningful talks 
with the Palestinians is to respect their central aspiration to 
have tiie PLO negotiate on their behalf. 

By de m a ndin g the impossible from the Palestinians, the 
Israelis and in torn Washington are in effect puffing the rug 
from under the feet of the Palestinians and aborting the 
entire process of peace between the two sides. 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A! Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday called on Arab countries to take 
lessons from the events in the European continent and speed np 
moves towards bolstering tbedr relations. It does not take a 
miracle to bring about solidarity among the Arab states; and it is 
not impossible to end the existing differences between Syria on 
the one hand, and Iraq and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on the other, said the paper. The past year of 1989 bore 
indications that the Eastern and Western European nations which 
have been confronting one another and adopting hostile attitudes 
towards one another are now moving towards complete detente 
and an end to the cold war, the paper noted. It said that Arabs 
ought to follow suit, normalise their relations and open np 
channels of cooperation at all levels lest they will be left to face 
the consequences of being ignored by other nations now moving 
ahead'towards prosperity and peaceful coexistence. The paper, 
said to achieve solidarity among Arab states, economic coopera¬ 
tion should come first; and to attain unity among the Arab 
countries, Arab leaders should not expect other nations to offer 
help but ought to take the initiative as soon as possible. 


A columnist in Ai Ra’i Arabic daily newspaper notes that with the 
revolution in Romania, Jordan is bound to be adversely affected 
in terms of meat imports, especially in the light of a decision by 
die new rulers in Bucharest to stop food exports. Fakhri Kawar 
says that imported meat has been a blessing for 90 per cent of the 
Jordanian population’ whose income does not allow them to 
purchase locally produced meat at high prices. The writer says 
that Jordan used to be self-sufficient in livestock and meat; and 
even exported the surplus abroad. It is a pity to see the country 
retying on foreign imports to feed its population. The writer 
blames these in responsible positions and previous governments 
for not solving the meat problem in Jordan despite the chan**. 
they had been given to do that over the past two decades. Kawar 
says that Jordanians should not be left to face the consequences of 
events abroad and rely on outside sources for their sustenance. 


Sawt A1 Shaab Arabic daily commented Saturday on the peace 
march staged by 3,000 women in the Hedy City of Jerusalem and 
Israel's violent move to break it np. The paper said that the 
women who included many Europeans and Israelis had hoped to 
raise their voices in protest against Israel’s atrocities, but they 
were confronted by force on the part of Israeli police and security 
forces. Israel's resort to force to suppress the voice of peace can 
only demonstrate the Jewish state’s open hostility to peace in the 
Middle East and its instransigence of denying the Palestinian 
people their legitimate rights to freedom and independent state of 
their own Palestinian soil, said the paper. It said that Israel's fight 
against the peace march should single oat the Jewish state as the 
only element in the Middle East area that continues to oppose 
peace. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr . Failed Fanek 


How to promote domestic savings 


THE FINAL objective of any economic system is to raise the 
standard of living of the people on sustainable basis. This 
obviously calls for more consu mp tion. However, the sustainabil¬ 
ity of hig her consumption level depends on savings- The people 
that consume all their income win not be able to invest. Such 
people will be partially consuming their productive capital 
without renewing it, or adding to it, every year. In such situation . 
production will eventually retreat and with it consumption. 

Therefore, the improvement of living standards, and the steady 
rise of future consumption, make it necessary for everyone to save 
as much as possible, and to direct savings into investment, which 
in turn generates more income, and more jobs, and makes more 
consumption in die future possible. 

Although saving and investment are two faces of the same coin, 
yet this may not prevent more investment than domestic savings if 
the extra investment was financed by borrowing foreign savings. 
The natural and safe source of fi nancing investment is of course 
domestic savings. 

Savings may be a matter of free choice. Families, even those 


with little income, usually set aside part of their limited income to 
take care of contingencies and unknown future. However modem 
organised societies would not stop there. The state has to adopt 
policies and measures conducive to augmentation of domestic 
savings. There are incentive to encourage optional savings by 
promoting the establishment of new shareholding companies, 
saving funds, provident and pension funds, life insurance and the 
like. . J ■ 

But there are also compulsory savings which are imposed by 
law and regulation, such as social security for individuals, general 
reserves for companies, imposition of taxes to- cut off part of 
income preventing its consumption. In the latter case the' 
state should use the extra proc eed s to finance capital expenditure 
or at least to reduce the financial deficit in the budget, which is 
nothing but a negative saving. 

A hasty observer may think that the most effective method of 
increasing savings is to allow salaries and wages to rise. This can 
be true only when such remunerations are payable from a foreign 
source, such as embassies, and United Nations agencies, and not 
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2L i a JL case high er salaries mean more consumption except s: 

the workers savedail the extra money they xeoove, 

“ffiSSrver my also *mk±at die suit*.waj 
ravines is to reduce pnees or suppre ss its rises. But lower Jjnora 
will not serve the purpose except if die reduction was c&uswi by 
lower prices at theforeign source. The redu^onofpn^ of^he 
local goods and services will simply transfer income from: 
producers to consumers to enable them consume more. ■ ■ J 
P At a given level of gross national product, more savingsfoe 
other face of less consumption. Therefore the increase of otjhm ; 
savings of a society, including the state, could not ^ 5me _ ab ^f by 
lowering interest rate which wffl promote consumption 
or tax cuts which will widen the deficit gap m the budge t, itse lf a 
dissaving, or raising real wages in excess of productivity wmcn is 
an open invitation to more- consumption and mmeimpons. . 

On the contrary, such policies are guaranteed prescriptions for 
increasing overall consumption, and decreasing overall savings. 


Why Israel 
must deal 




with the PLO 





By Moshe Maoz 


THE RABIN-Shamir election 
proposal for the territories was 
designed with the purpose of 
reaching an accommodation with 
the Palestinian population (what 
kind? Camp David-style auton¬ 
omy?), while “neutralising'' the 
PLO in Tunis. This is wishful 
thinking, reflecting political 
shortsightedness or lack of under¬ 
standing of the processes operat¬ 
ing among that population for 
many years. 

It might have been possible, 
after the April-May 1972 elec¬ 
tions, to achieve a political settle¬ 
ment with the residents of the 
area without the involvement of 
the PLO. Pro-Jordanian candi¬ 
dates had been returned to most 
of the West Bank municipalities. 

King Hussein's federation plan 
of March 1972 might indeed have 
generated a Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian solution, with the adminis¬ 
tered territories being accorded 
some autonomous-status within 
the Kingdom of Jordan, along 
with effective security arrange¬ 
ments for Israel. 

tIOWCvci, tfuit o pp o rt unity was • 

neglected owing to various fac¬ 
tors, including, apparently, then- 
Premier Golda Meir's refusal to 
recognise the existence of Palesti¬ 
nian nationality in the territories. 

Perhaps a political settlement 
with the Palestinians of the terri¬ 
tories could have been found in 
other circumstances, without in¬ 
volving the PLO. For instance: 

— After the Camp David 
accords, when the PLO was trap¬ 
ped in a Syrian vice in Lebanon, 
and Egypt and the U.S. sup¬ 
ported full autonomy for the 
Palestinians of the territories. But 
in contrast to the Egyptian- 


Amexican model, which was poli¬ 
tical-territorial and acceptable to 
many Palestinians, Menachem 
Begin "s pattern was one of per¬ 
sonal-administrative autonomy. 
It was rejected totally by the 
Palestinians. 

— Following the destruction of 
the PLO's military infrastructure 
and expulsion of its political lead¬ 
ership from Lebanon, it might 
have been feasible to reach an 
agreement with Palestinian lead¬ 
ers in the territories, if the Israeli 
government had made a generous 
offer in the nature of a demilita¬ 
rised, political-national entity 
with Israeli army surveillance. 

But the government of that 
time, through its defence minis¬ 
ter, Ariel Sharon, did exactly the 
opposite; it outlawed the “Com¬ 
mittee of National Direction” 
that constituted the territories’ 
political leadership, and either 
deported authentic Palestinian 
leaders or banned their activities. 
It thus created a vacuum in which 
the intifada leadership de¬ 
veloped. 

— Again, it might have been 
possible fo. prevent, the .intifada^ 

and reach a political -settlement In 

the area if, in the 1984-86 period, 
free elections had been decreed 
and negotiations had been with 
the elected representatives of the 
Palestinians. But the leader of the 
Labour Alignment. Shimon 
Peres, as prime minister, and 
Yitzhak Rabin as defence minis¬ 
ter, stil toyed with the idea of the 
defunct “Jordanian option.” And 
after the intifada began, it took a 
year and a half for Defence 
Minister Rabin to bring up the 
idea of elections as a political 
alternative to the uprising. 

In fact, it can be conjectured 
even now that a settlement could 
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be reached with the population of 

the .territories, .without the PLO, 

Were-it offered negotiations, fol¬ 
lowing elections, over the estab¬ 
lishment of a demilitarised- 
Palestinian state in the West 
Bank and Gaza with border mod¬ 
ifications, and in the framework 
of a confederation with Jordan or 
Israel. 

Nevertheless, it is highly 
doubtful if even such a proposal 
— which even Labour is unable 
to make — would be accepted 
without a large part of the 
population wanting to involve the 
PLO-Tunis, with which a con¬ 
siderable proportion of the 
Palestinian inhabitants identify 
themselves. 


For all that, it is important for 
Israel to achieve a settlement of 
the Palestinian problem with the 
PLO, and not only because it is a 
moderating and pragmatic ele¬ 
ment vis-a-vis the radical-militant 
forces of Hamas and the Islamic 
Jihad, with which Israel would 
have an extremely difficult time 
negotiating politically. 

The PLO represents the major¬ 
ity of Palestinians, wherever they 
are. Even if we assume that some 
settlement is achieved with the 
population of the territories, the 
Palestinian problem will still not. 
be resolved — particularly the 
problem of the approximately 
one million Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon. Syria and Jordan. 


They-will continue to be a .poten¬ 
tial threat, mainlv with Syrian 


ti&l threat, mainly with Syrian 
encouragement, -to- -any stable, 
durable settlement of the Arab- 
Israel conflict. 

An Israel-PLO accord could 
neutralise this threat if it were 
contingent on the resettlement in 
Arab lands, particularly Jordan, 
of many Palestinian refugees, and 
the return of part of them to the 
West Bank.. 

The PLO must commit itself in 
advance to such a solution, be¬ 
fore negotiations with Israel, and 


thereby abroage the “right of 
return” of Palestinians, to Israel 


proper, as well as the “Palesti¬ 
nian Charter." 

For its part, Israel must proc¬ 


laim the intention In principle d!, 
agreeing to a “National Hom>. . 

land**"for.the Palestinians; - 

territories, at the end of a petiti©- 
al process which wiUiridude-T 
negotiations, with the PLQ. on“ 
the character of the entity, the ; 
stages of its realisation, arrange-: . 
ments for demilitarisation and: ' 
security and die possibilities of ' : 
forging a. confederation and an - 
economic union: with Jordan or 7 : • 
Israel. " ... . * 

This path, despite its inherent 
dangers,, appears to be ihe most ~; 
promising alterative to the atua- - 
tion of an intensified cycle: Of . / 
violence in the territories, which 
could. lead to a bloody Arab- 
Israel war—The Jerusalem Post. 


U.S. will have to back Panama with money, effort 


By Paul Iredafe 

Renter 


PANAMA CITY — President 
George Bush may have proved 
his decisiveness by ordering U.S. 
troops into Panama, but some 
Panamanians fear it could be not 
months but years before the sol¬ 
diers can withdraw. 

As more than 20,000 American 
soldiers pursue the dangerous 
task of rooting out Panamanian 
snipers from bouses and offices in 
sprawling Panama Gty, U.S. 
military officials acknowledge 
that the operation is for from, 
over. 

“To completely dean oat the 
entire rity is going to take months 
of work,” a U.S. commander told 
Pentagon report er s during a tour 
of Panama City this week. 

With much of the city’s com¬ 
mercial area devastated by loot¬ 
ing, pockets of Noriega suppor¬ 
ters still fighting and many 
.Panamanians horrified by the 
force of the U.S. offensive, the 
country is in need of strong lead¬ 
ership. 

But with the three leading fi¬ 
gures of the new U.S.-installed 
administration all larking any ex¬ 
perience in office, bringing real 
order to Panama could be a long 
job. 

Bush may have saddled himself 
with a bigger problem than he 
bad anticipated in bolstering a 
government fliat, on the face of 
it, looks Hi-prepared to run a 
country in such chaos. 

Analysts of Panama’s internal 


politics believe the new presi¬ 
dent, Guillermo Endara, will 
need to call elections within a 
year to confirm his mandate. 

Many Panamanians supported 
Endara in the May elections, 
which were annulled by strong¬ 
man General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, for lack of an alterna¬ 
tive, but he is by no means certain 
to top a new poll. 

Second Vice President Guiller¬ 
mo Ford, a former insurance 
salesman, is considered the most 
charismatic figure in the new 
administration and could well win 
new elections if the government 
coalition broke up. 

Whatever the outcome, the 
United States may have to spend 
a lot of money and political capit¬ 
al to bolster an a dmini stration 
Struggling against major difficul¬ 
ties. 

“The Americans didn't think 
about the social consequences. 
It’s going to take three or four 
years to rebuild and much longer 
to heal our wounds," said one 
Panamanian. 

The invasion could cost Bosh 
dearly at home and abroad. 

Choosing to launch his attempt 
to seize Noriega days before 
Christmas, Bush risked having 
U.S. holiday celebrations blight¬ 
ed by mflitaxy coffins arriving 
home. 

And he has yet to achieve a 
prime objective of the biggest 
U.S. military operation since the 
Vietnam War — the capture of 
Noriega. 

Although Bush has an almost 


80 per cent domestic approval 
rating for the invasion, much of 
this support is contingent on U.S. 
troops finding Noriega and many 
Americans are also likely to be¬ 
come more disenchanted with the 
operation as it stretches out and 
casualties rise. 

Questions have also been 
raised over why the president 
sent in U.S. troops rather than 
assisting those of the Panamanian 
Defence Forces who sought to 
overthrow Noriega in a coup 


attempt in October. 

But most of (he negative poli¬ 
tical fallout from the invaaon is 
coming from abroad, where 
countries as diverse as Sweden 
and Mexico have joined a chorus 
of disapproval. 

The greatest damage has been 
'in U.’S. relations with Latin 
America, which Bush had 
appeared especially keen to fos¬ 
ter, visiting Costa Rica for a 
hemispheric summit less than two 
months ago and announcing that 


a new era of mutual understand¬ 


ing had begun. 

“We really thought gunboat 
diplomacy was resigned to the 
past. This reminds me of Teddy 
Roosevelt," a senior Latin diplo¬ 
mat in Panama told Reuters. 

Another posable casualty of 
the U.S. invasion of Panama is 
Bush’s attempt to organise a 
coordinated regional war against 
drug trafficking. 

Peru, probably the world’s 
hugest producer of the coca leaf, 


iaw material for cocaine, with-, 
drew its ambassador in Washing¬ 
ton and proposed that a drug 
■ tt nmmi t with Bush be postponed 
because of the invasion. 

In the fiercely nationalist and 
anti-interventionist Andean re¬ 
gion, where coca prodnetion has 
long been part of the local culture 
and U.S. attempts to introduce ■ 
drug interdiction programmes 
have met spirited resistance, the 7 
effect of such a move could be 
far-reaching. 


Panama invasion may leave lasting 
resentment in South America 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 



WASHINGTON — The U.S. in¬ 
vasion of Panama is likely to 
leave a legacy of lasting resent¬ 
ment in Latin America, political 
analysts and diplomats say. 

Latin American nations have 
reacted to the Dec. 20 military 
intervention with a chorus of con¬ 
demnation, the strength of which 
appeared to take Washington by 
surprise. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker insisted that some coun¬ 
ties, while publicly deploring the 
invasion, privately expressed 
understanding and even support 
for it. But this was dented by 
South American diplomats in 
Washington. 

“This talk of different private 
reactions is nothing but cynical 
media manipulation. Privately, 
and publicly, the reaction-was the 
same,” said one diplomat who 
asked n&t to be identified. 

Asked what the United States 
could do to repair the damage, he 
said: “There is only one thing ■=— 
get the troops out of Panama as 
quickly as possible.” 

According to Eva Loser, a 
Central America expert with the 


Centre for Strategic and Interna¬ 
tional Studies, sending in the 
troops touched Latin American 
nations on oe of their most sensi¬ 
tive historical nerves, reawaken¬ 
ing bitter memories of past 
“Yankee interventions" in the 


region. 

“It was a reflex action that 
ensures that any U.S. interven¬ 
tion would be met with the reac¬ 
tion it got,” she said. 

President George Bush seemed 
aware of these sensitivities. “We 
do not want to return to the days 
of the imperialist gringos of the 
north,” be said last May, explain¬ 
ing his failure to act after suppor¬ 
ters of Manuel Noriega set aside 
the results of an election that' 
would have ousted him from 


power. 

He told reporters Wednesday 
thar handling Latin concerns 
would require much diplomatic 
effort on his part but that the 
problem ultimately mil be “laid 
totally to rest” once Latin Amer¬ 
ican diplomats see the new 
Panamanian government func¬ 
tioning and Noriega out of the 
picture. 

The United States compound¬ 
ed its problems by failing to 
anticipate the orgy of looting that 
erupted on the streets of Panama 


Gty after the invasion neutralised 
the Panamanian army, which was 
also the country’s police force. 

“There was a lack of under¬ 
standing of the level of economic 
distress there and the pent-up 
frustration released by the inva-, 
aon," Loser said. 

Typical of Latin American 
reasons was that of Mexico with 
which the Bush administration 
has been strenuously trying to, 
improve relations. A government 
statement following the invasion 
expressed its “most firm conde¬ 
mnation.” 

‘These actions go against our 
principles that are derived from 
our very histoty,” the Mexican 
government said. 

The United States is tradi¬ 
tionally portrayed in the Mexican 
press and schoolbooks as an im¬ 
perialist aggressor. The image is 
driven home by the fact Mexico 
lost about half its territory to the 
United States in tbe war of 1847. 

But some analysts saw hopeful 
signs in some of the reactions. 
They cited the fact that the Orga¬ 
nisation of AtnerHfan- States 
(OAS) rejected a resolution put 
forward by Nicaragua to con¬ 
demn the invasion in favour of a 
slightly more mildly worded ver¬ 
sion that “deeply regretted” die 


move. - 

The motion was passed by 20 
votes to one, the sole dissenting 
voice being Washington’s. 

The analysts also pointed to the 
fact that Peru, which suspended 
cooperation with Washington 
against drug growers in protest at 
the invasion, resumed it a week 
later. But it remained unclear. 
whether President Alan Garcia, 
would attend a drugs summit in 
Colombia in mid-February. - 
Diplomats and analysts agre ed 
there were several things the Un¬ 
ited States could do to repair, it 
image. Most important, it should 
seek a quick resolution of the fate 
of Nonega and adopt a lower 
mihtary profile ic P anama 
Then it shoud move qtdddylo : 
help reconstruct the Panamanian 
economy and allow the new gov- - 
ernment take over r unning the 
country, v 


Several diplomats also said the ; 
government of GmQenno Endara 
should commit itself to new elec¬ 
tions within a year to renew its ; 
mandate, which they, felt ' 
tainted by the fact that he was. 
installed by U.S. troops. .p" 
“Time will heal some .of ae ; " 
wounds. But the. scars vyffl stilt, 
show,” said one'diplomat' - 


Ly 

Hh] 
h iTi 


































rescue of the palm tree 





^Sj PfaHBppa Neave 
. minkjns of people 

tr*** coconuts, 
palm hearts, sugar and 
j^torw. shelter, with its wood 

*** i ^Jeswes "used to build houses 
1 *a. ™ ^ ‘ ffaaicbed roofc. Thanks to the 

people also make fuel, 
-u- , -SSJwV r ^P e * canc ftraiture, 
^ V'-jnafc&f an** eating utensils, 
^ savin' ««>* 3x1 ^ nmacal instru- 

leas* gsiifc. jHjrfj. This remarkable tree is as 
' ^Oc as the 3,000 known spe- 

V- >jy ffurf grow around the world. 

"T^jf city dwellers, the palm tree 
{. jj isymbol of paradisiacal holi- 
on sun-drenched white 
• ^ yHw»s- Others see it as a key 
:' ^aEDBent in’the world’s ecological 
-baUnce, among them Alain 
Hove. This Frenchman, having 
. sport three years sailing in the 

- trepiesatp 3 *^ 

- feS-in love with the palm tree, 
-'jecDghsihg it uniqueness. Now 

57 . and with a journalistic career 
ottier his belt, Herve lives in the 
sosth of France and has finall y 
found the time to indulge his 
~ passkm for the palm tree. 

4*rhe palm tree has always 
heen associated with the history 
-of man,” he explains. “The ear- 

- Best traces of man were found in 
Africa, where man and the palm 
tree have lived and developed 
together. To this day, the palm 
tree feeds and protects man from 
the rain and the sun over three- 
quarters of the globe. It still 
provides the cheapest, simplest 
and perhaps most elegant roofing 
there is.” 

Herve admits to spending a 

e deal of time collecting lo¬ 
tion about the palm tree 
and speaks enthusiastically of his 
first love: “It provides hundreds 
of different types of fruit. It is 
also used to make cloth; its fibers 
can be woven. Japanese peasants 
used to make their raincoats like 
that, some still do. In Europe, we 
U56 broo ms and doormats marie 
of palm fibers.” 

The palm tree is a record- 
breaker in many fields, he points 
out. One species grows at an 
altitude of 4,000 metres in the 
South American Andes, and 
another produces the largest leaf 
in the world—up to 8 metres. Its 
creepers can reach out hundreds 
of metres. Its flowering capacity 
is the largest of all plants, allow¬ 
ing millions of tm y blossoms at a 
time.‘brie.’variety in theSewdjeJ-.'’ 
les Islands in the Indian Ocean 
produces the largest of the nuts, 
some weighing as much as 14 
kilogrammes. 

Several countries rely on the 
palm tree for their main export: 
Of the 8 mlffi on or so tonnes of 
palm oil produced worldwide in 
1988, Malaysia produced 5 mil¬ 
lion, Indonesia 1.5 million, 
Nigeria 400,000 and Ivory Coast 
200,000 tonnes. “AH the margar¬ 
ines are inade of palm oil from 



Millions depend on it for their livelihood, yet the palm tree is 
threatened by disease. Enter Alain Herre to the rescue. 
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the variety known as the Elais 
Guinensis. Continental Malaysia 
is covered with these beautiful 
palms," Herve says. The oil is 
extracted from the fruit, which is 
crushed. The nut inside the fruit 
ices less oil. but it is of a 
:rtex quality. 

The palm tree also produces 
copra, which is extracted from 
the nut. For countries such as the 
Philippines, which produces half 
the world’s annual 3 million ton¬ 
nes of copra, the arrival of che¬ 
mical detergents is a threat be¬ 
cause copra is used largely to 
make soap. Unlike palm oil, 
which is produced on large 
plantations, copra is produced 
from crops grown on small-scale 
farms or in individual plots. In¬ 
donesia produces 700,000 tonnes 
of copra a year, India, 200,000 
tonnes. 

“An up-and-coming variety 
(which grows mainly in Colombia 
and Ecuador) has fruit that har¬ 
dens as it matures to produce 
vegetable ivory known as corozo. 
This has attracted a greet deal of 
attention recently as it may be a 
way of saving what is left of the 
elephants on the planet 

But these days, palm trees are 
seriously threatened in several 
regions of the world and most of 
all in North Africa. A disease 
commonly known as “bayoud” 
(scientific name, Fnsarium oxys- 
porom), which grows In tfie form 
of a mushroom infecting the sofl, 
is spreading fast and has already 
decimated about two-thirds of 
Morocco’s date-palm crop — a 
disaster for die country's date- 
export industry. The disease is 
spreading to Algeria, and experts 
say that it could soon reach other 
parts of the world. 

The threat is all the more se¬ 
rious for a country such as 
Malaysia, which relies on palm 


trees for a hefty chunk of its 
export revenues. Herve points 
out that in a monoculture system 
of farming, in which a single 
species is concentrated in one 
area, the plants are particularly 
vulnerable. A single disease can 
kill an entire plantation. 

“There are, in fact, two main 
diseases going around, the ’yel¬ 
low disease,* which attacks the 
coconut tree, and the ‘bayoud,” 
which attacks the date palm," 
Herve explains. “In the case of 
the bayoud, the infection rises from 
the ground into the tree and 
suffocates it. The only thing to do 
is cut the tree down, and then one 
has to wait several years for the 
mushroom to die out.” 

The potential for disaster has 
prompted researchers in France 
to study and develop new types of 
palm trees that are disease-resis¬ 
tant. The French Group for Re¬ 
search on the Date Palm, based 
on the islan d of PorqueroDes, off 
the southern coast of France, has 
become one of the world's lead¬ 
ing centres for in vitro (labora¬ 
tory) study and production of the 
date palm. 

Scientist Soizick Montfort, who 
has been working on the project 
for more than three years, con¬ 
firmed that the situation in some 
countries is potentially catas¬ 
trophic. “Some 10 million trees 
have already been. 1 killed to 
Morocco; and the bayoud is 
spreading in western Algeria,’’ 
she noted. Many of the Moroccan 
trees that died were those bearing 
the famous Deglet Nour, consi¬ 
dered to.be the most succulent of 
the dates. 

The French research, which 
was started in 1982 and involves 
splicing and cultivating disease- 
resistant palm saplings, has begun 
literally to bear fruit. For the first 
time this year, palm trees that 


began life in a test tube in Por- 
querotles and were planted in the 
Persian Gulf countries of Qatar, 
Aba Dhabi and Saudi Arabia 
have produced. In October about 
500 kilogrammes of top-quality 
dates were harvested. 

Scientists are now able, 
through different techniques, to 
select the most resistant trees that 
produce the best dates and done 
them. “By now, we are sure of 
the result,” Montfort said. 

Researchers control the quality 
of the fruit and can also deter¬ 
mine the sex of each plant, so that 
they can produce the desired 
ratio of male to female plants. It 
takes three to four male plants to 
fertilise 100 female trees, but only 
the female tree bears fruit. In 
nature the male-female ratio is 
about 1 to 1. The abilflty to 
produce large quantities of 
female plants is, therefore, a 
potential boon to growers. 

Despite scientific successes, the 
rapid spread of diseases Is 
genuine cause for concern. Warns 
Herve: “P alm*; are threatened ail 
over the world, from the Amazon 
to Borneo; deforestation is prog¬ 
ressing so fast! Take the mobile 
factories producing hardboard in 
Borneo: they cut down the trees, 
and once they have cleared the 
forest they move further in. They 
cut down the big trees and bum 
the small ones." 

These small trees, says Herve, 
represent the biological and gene¬ 
tic reserve developed by nature 
over millions of years of evolu¬ 
tion. “Hundreds of species are 
being destroyed and many of 
them probably haven’t even been, 
identified yet," he laments. “In 
Malaysia there are 160 different 
spedes of palm trees and 140 of 
these are threatened with extinc¬ 
tion. Botanical investigation 
efforts into undiscovered but 
potentially productive species are 
ruined before they even start.” 

This year Herve set up an 
association of palm amateurs cal¬ 
led "Fous de Palmiers” (“Crazy 
abot Palms”). “Our aim is to 
create a centre for palm trees, not- 
only to group as many spedes as 
possible but also to create an 
institute to study the develop¬ 
ment of man in relation to the 
palm tree,” be said. Herve also 
sees the future centre as a forum 
for North-South contacts. One 
idea is to establish a “palm 
museum” aimed primarily at 
youriHg people to illustrate, 
through displays, me economic" 
and ecological importance of the 
palm tree. 

Even in France palm trees have 
trig business. They am all the rage 
as decorative shrubbery, and a 
mature palm can cost between 
$2,500 to $3,300. In other parts of 
the world, they continue to nour¬ 
ish and to inspire. In Tamil Nadu, 
in southern India, a traditional 
poem enumerates 800 different 
uses of the native Borasus palm 
— World News Unk. 


MANAGUA—The dry of Man¬ 
agua is resigned to the loss of the 
beautiful Lake, on the shores of 
which it lies, because of human 
indifference to protecting this 
natural resource. Also known by 
its pre-Spanish name of Lake 
Xototlan, Lake Managua is yet 
another important stretch of wa¬ 
ter dying today from pollution 
and neglect despite current 
world-wide ecological concern. 

The diagnosis is clear. The 
doctors have said there is no hope 
for Lake Managua because the 
costly cure is beyond the means 
of Nicaragua’s ailing economy. 
Despite the seriousness of the 
situation and the pessimistic out¬ 
look, rhfc impending ecological 
tragedy has attracted little inter¬ 
national attention. 

Estimates are that $2 billion 
would be needed to dean up 
Lake Managua, a fabulous sum 
for a country earning only $300 
milli on a year. 

Some 50 million years ago. 
Central America is believed by 
scientists to have Lifted from the 
ocean in a tremendous geological 
shake-out. Part of the ocean re¬ 
mained trapped inland, creating 
Lake Managua, some 150 square 
kilometres in area and intercon¬ 
nected with Lake Coribolca, also 
known as Lake Nicaragua and 
considered the seventh biggest in 


Death of a lake 


By Horack) Ruiz 

Nicaragua’s once beautiful lake Man¬ 
agua has been pronounced dead or 
dying. The war-torn country does not 
have the financial resources to clean up 
what was once a major resource. 


the world. Both lakes supported a 
variety of fauna, including hun¬ 
dreds of spedes of fish. 

Forty years ago. medium-sized 
Vessels still navigated Lake Man¬ 
agua from shore to shore, bring¬ 
ing wood from northern forests. 
Good catches of fish were 
normal. 

In 1925, a government offidal 
dedded that treatment facilities 
for human wastes from Man¬ 
agua’s then small population of 
20,000 inhabitants were too ex¬ 
pensive, and diverted them into 
the lake. 

In those days, only a small 
fraction of Managuans used run¬ 
ning water or had toilet facilities. 
Now the city has a population of 
1.2 milli on people. At least 70 per 
cent use toilets, sending wastes 
into the lake. 

So Lake Managua, instead of 


providing drinking water for cat¬ 
tle in the nearby haciendas, or fish 
for the residents of the dey, or a 
sporting location for small boats, 
has become an immense latrine. 

Worse, a plastics factory has 
been established nearby Which 
sends hundreds of tonnes of toxic 
matter every day into the waters. 

As the lake’s water becomes 
denser, the waves have dis¬ 
appeared. Detritus dumped into 
the water stays in one place and 
has coagulated into a large island 
of dirt. Thousands of ducks and 
small cranes were visible before. 
Now there are none. 

Poverty-stricken Nicaraguans 
still get some food from the lake's 
brown waters to feed themselves 
or to sell in the market. People 
buy the fish without knowing that 
it comes from a pond full of 
human and toxic wastes. The fish 


look no different from those 
caught in a dean river except that 
they are smaller. Large fish used 
to be caught in the lake, but now 
there are only very tiny fish. 

In the western part of the lake, 
there is a dormant small volcano 
called Momotombito. More and 
more of its base is emerging as 
the waters recede. 

The lake also has a small is¬ 
land. the Isia tie) Amor (Island of 
Love). For de-. .des honeymoon- 
ers used to t.vc a boat*ride to 
spend the day there. But as the 
water level drops, the connection 
with the mainland is visible. Soon 
there will be no more Isla del 
Amor and Momotombito. too. 
will have dry feet. 

How long will it before Lake 
Managua scientifically “dies"? 
Some scientists believe it is 
already dead. 

Every year, if rhe rainy winter 
is intense, a fair quantity of water 
falls into the lake and rejuvenates 
it a little. But a dry winter can 
only accelerate the decaying of 
this once beautiful body of water. 

Some have proposed an en¬ 
gineering solution — gravity 
feeding water from the connected 
Lake Nicaragua into the doomed 
Lake Managua. But this is too 
costly a task for a country desper¬ 
ate for houses, hospitals and 
schools. — FANOS 


Will new East European 
democracy sap Third World aid? 

By Jenny Verster 

As democracy sweeps through East Europe, 
most West European governments are prepar¬ 
ing to inject large sums of aid to boost the ailing 
economies of their fellow Europeans. But aid 
officials are increasingly worried that this may 
lead to a decrease in aid to the South. 


LONDON — The rebirth of 
democracy in East Europe could 
be a serious threat to develop¬ 
ment in Africa and the Third 
World, say aid officials. 

A number of officials of bi¬ 
lateral aid agencies — those 
bodies responsible for govern¬ 
ment to government aid — have 
expressed concern that much of 
the increase in aid to the East will 
have to come from aid bndgets 
traditionally allocated to develop¬ 
ing countries. At the same time, 
prospects for substantial overall 
increases in foreign aid budgets 

appear dim. 

Sweden, which has close histor¬ 
ical ties with several East Euro¬ 
pean states and traditionally is 
one of the most generous West¬ 
ern aid donors, has already de¬ 
dded to gjve £46 million to Po¬ 
land through the ’Swedish Inter¬ 
national Institute for Technical 
Co-operation (BITS). Now, a 
further $155 million from tire aid 
budget is proposed for Poland: 
parliament has still to agree to 
this figure. 


Carl Tham. Director-General 
of the Swedish International De¬ 
velopment Authority (S1DA). 
last week urged the government 
to increase the overall aid budget 
to meet Sweden’s commitments 
to both the East and the South, if 
necessary by cutting back on arms 
spending. 

“We now see not only a lessen¬ 
ing of tensions but also a demo- 
cratisation in East Europe and a 
beginning of disarmament. Both 
in the East and West, defence 
budgets are being cut. This 
should be obvious for Sweden, 

which has alwayc fniiflht 

tionally for a transfer of money 
from defence to development and 
die environment,” be said in an 
article in the Swedish daily, 
Dagens Nyheter. 

Sweden’s defence budget for 
1989 was $4.6 billion. 

“To base our aid to Poland and 
other Eastern European coun¬ 
tries on the aid budget is unrealis¬ 
tic," he said. “The problems and 
poverty in the developing coun¬ 
tries are not diminishing because 


Eastern Europe has thrown off its 
communist yoke." 

Officials in a number of other 
European bilateral aid institu¬ 
tions have expressed similar fears 
in off-the-record discussions. 

The implications for many 
Third World countries are se¬ 
rious. The combined total aid of 
the OECD countries (the 24 rich 
nations which form the Organisa¬ 
tion for Economic Co-operation 
and Development) to the whole 
of Africa in 1987 was $12,400 
million: S10.000 milli on went to 
sub-Saharan Africa; Asia re¬ 
ceived $9,500 million, and Larin 
America $4,000 million. 

Norwegian aid officials, too, 
have expressed their worries for 
the future. Halle Jorn Hansen, 
Director of Information at the 
Norwegian Ministry of Develop¬ 
ment Co-operation (NORAD) 
says: “As a European I am joyful 
at the events now occurring in 

.Cun kxMMK «♦. f .— A* wr 

the long-term possibility for an 
all-European peace settlement — 
but I am also very concerned at 
the implications this is likely to 
have for North-South relations. 

“While all Europeans, particu¬ 
larly West Europeans, must take 
part in sustainable development 
in Eastern Europe, this must not 
happen at the expense of North- 
South relations and development 
co-operation. 

“The new situation emerging in 


Europe gives, for the first time, 
the real possibility to turn from 
armament to disarmament. And 
if we do that, we will be able to 
provide sufficient resources for 
both North-South and Easi-West 
sustainable development." 

-Developments in East Europe 
have reverberated around the 
world, but have struck a particu¬ 
lar chord with people in Western 
Europe. Hopes for a more united 
Europe are not restricted to East 
and West Germany. Czechoslo¬ 
vakia has close ties with Austria, 
and the Baltic republics have 
strong historical (inks with the 
Nordic countries. The national 
language of Estonia for example, 
is similar to Finnish. 

Given the ties within Europe. 
West European government aid 
to Eastern Europe is likely to be 
politically more popular than aid 
' to tite South. Yet the prospect of 
contributing aid to East Europe 
_come& at a time when tin. tuiiu 
world is more -roan ever in 

need. 

A recent report on sub-Sahar¬ 
an Africa by the World Bank calls 
for an increase in Western aid 
from a projected $15 billion in 
1990 to $22 billion by the turn of 
the century. 

The report also stresses that 
effective implementation of eco¬ 
nomic recovery measures goes 
band in hand with "better gov¬ 
ernance". 

PANOS. 


coca«. c 
jorinWfc 
d that tt 
ibepsP 

rasas- 
natiemafe^ 
.t Auto¬ 
mata®- 
be loci* 
3 to ito*' 
i pW* 

nove to 


ig 


***** 


Malaria drug 
abused for 
abortion 





Alan 


G* 


tie f: 


-ebttoJ’ 
ihjnF 1 

to *5 

lima j 

do?* 


By Charles Mmbaga 

DAK ES SALAAM — It has 
never been a secret that many 
Tanzanian women, including 
schoolgirls, choose to abort in 
their bednxnns rather than in 
public hospitals. 

Asha S, an 18-year-old secon¬ 
dary schoolgirl, said she would 
never attempt an abortion. Bnt 
last year sue became pregnant 
and her elder sister advised her to 
abort — illegally. 

“But how?” asked the innocent 
Asha. Her sister suggested "the 
most effective abortion piD in 
town” — chloroquine, the anti- 
malaria drug. 

She gave Asha ten tablets of 
chloroquine. Within hours Asha 
was in the intensive care unit of 
the main hospital in the city. She 
was lucky enough to emerge from 
the ordeal alive. Many do not. 
But the practice -continues. 

Dr. EM. Mohamed, of the 
mam hospital in Dodoma, in cen¬ 
tral Tanzania says, “Many (fie in 
their rooms and their friends or 
families prefer to hide the cause 
of death,” be Says. He explains 
that’ mee it is illegal to abort, 
sQence is preferred when the 
abortion leads to death.. 

“Chotoq mnc is unquestionably 
effective in combating malaria,” 
says Dr. Jakob Efiezer, of tbe 
TanaBmia-Tjitn'hift Railways Au¬ 
thority, “but it is now being 


niunrf 


.also 


fWjSrl’ 

1«?V y f- 
th3 [ v 

CS* 5 .- ' 


-~/ of Health and Social 

Services_iecosds show that in Dar 
es Salaam alone, dose to 50 
people died lad year from cfaloro- 
qnfcj* overdoses. Of these, 30 
were women trying to abort. 

fa- April jand May this year 
alone, 10 women attempting 
sbdrtkjn died there. “Apart from 
these months, we have been re¬ 
cording three cases every 
month^saysa doctor working 
with Mnlmnbili-Medical Centre 
in fife atywHe says the treed is 


disturbing because it affects 
young women in their prime. 

Meanwhile, according to city 
health officials, the pills are also 
bang used in suicide cases: up to 
September this year, 20 men had 
died in Dar es Salaa m after over¬ 
doses of chloroquine. 

t The sensitive issue of abortion 
whatever method used — is 
now oat in the open in T anz a n ia 
and reveals mixed feelings among 
the country’s medical experts. 

- Some think that the time has 
come to legalise abortion so that 
women who do not want a baby 
can have a safe operation in an 
established hospital. This is Dr. 
Mobamed’s view. 

Others oppose relaxation of 
tbe abortion law as “chemical 
warfare on the unborn” and say it 
will enconrage promiscuity 
among the unmarried young — 
worse still, among schoolgirls. 

“It will simply be an abortion 
inducer," says Maria-Rose Jas- 
son, an expatriate health officer 
working with a private hospital in 
the city. She suggests (he problem 
should be tackled from the gras¬ 
sroots. 

Sex education and other family 
planning topics should be intro- 
dneed into schools if the country 
is to relieve the problem, she 
says. 

It is estimated that 5 per cent of 
Tanzanian schoolgirls from prim¬ 
ary to secondary schools never 
complete their education due to 
early pregnancies. 

A recent seminar in Dar es 
called for a reintensifica¬ 
tion of the dose mother-daughter 
relationship which has become, 
less frank in recent decades. But 
there is also evidence that the 
declining Tanzanian economy 
with its 30 per cent inflation, is 
compelling girls “to sell them¬ 
selves for quick money, **ysa 
lecturer at toe Social Wettwe 
Institute in the aty —PANOS 
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Analysts predict moderate oU prices in 1990 s 


NEW YORK (R) — Oil producers learned hard 
lessons from the turbulent 1980s and, as a result, 
Ihey wifl likely try to temper sharp price increases in 
the 1990s, ofl analysts said. 


“I don’t think OPEC wants, 
prices op sharply. If you have $30 
(a barrel) oO, It doesn't take Jong 
before demand goes down as ft 
did between 1981 and 1986, when 
they demonstrated erroneous dis¬ 
regard for market conditions," 
said John Licbtblau, analyst for 
Petroleum Industry Research 
Foundation. 

OPEC currently pumps aro- 
pund 23.6 million barrels per day 
(b/d), which is about 45 per cent 
of non-communist production, 
analysts said. 

Spot oU prices crashed from a 
1980 high of $44 a barrel to below 
$10 in 1986 amid unforeseen 
supply gluts. 

Ten years ago, prices were 
headed higher with supplies li¬ 
mited by revolution in Iran and 
the Iran-Iraq war. 

But price increases sharply cur¬ 
tailed consumption and induced 
wide-scale conservation by the 
mid-decade. 

Higher prices also sparked an 
unparalleled search for non- 
OPEC sources of ofl. 

Prices have rebounded since 
1986, with cold weather recently 
bolstering beating oil futures to a 
1984 high of 110.00 cents a gallon 
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Tunisia slashes tax rates 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia has slashed tax rates for individuals and 
businesses in an attempt to discourage tax evasion. Parliament 
voted to cut the top rate of income tax to 35 per cent from 65 per 
cent. It cut corporate tax to 35 per cent from a maximum of 44 for 
trading, manufacturing, transport and tourist companies and to 10 
per cent from a maximum of 20 for companies in fishing ,. 
agriculture and handicrafts. Officials said die law aimed to 
discourage rampant tax evasion and was not likely to affect 
overall tax revenues. A first draft of the Ml underwent two 
amendments after complaints from businessmen and small trad¬ 
ers. Some 31,000 small shopkeepers will continue to pay tax by 
rough assessment of their turnover, and will not have to keep 

accounts envisaged in die first draft. Parliamentary 
committees also removed a provision allowing tax officials to 
enter private houses to investigate tax fraud. Businessmen have 
welcomed the lower rates but accountants said their effect was 
uncertain. 

Algeria sees higher oil demand 

NICOSIA (R) — Algerian Mines Minster Sadek Boussena has 
Dredicfied higher ofl demand in the next two years, keeping prices 

uw«uu uu ucuiouu wui v>-—> -..,. r y i_ -J— -^ 

years because of more energy use (including oil) and continuous 
consumption of reserves,” the Qatari News Agency, monitored in 
Cyprus, quoted him as saying. The agency said Boussena, 
speaking to Qatar's A1 Ahd magazine, said he expected prices to 
stay above the Or ganisati on of Petroleum Exporting Countries’ 
(OPEC) official target of $18 per barrel. Recent developments in - 
Eastern Europe would have a positive impact on OPEC exports 
on oil and gas, he said. He estimated that Algeria, a member of 
OPEC, had enough reserves to last 25 years at current production 
levels. Algeria's OPEC-assigned sales quota is 771,000 barrels of 
oil per day. 

Egypt to receive Australian wheat 

CAIRO (R) — Australia has signed an accord to supply Egypt 
with some 50,000 tonnes of wheat, worth $11.8 million, an 
Australian embassy spokesman said. The wheat mil be given to 
Egypt as part of Australia’s annual food aid programme. It is to 
be delivered in February or March next year. Australia agreed 
earlier this year to. sell Egypt 1.5 million tonnes. Egypt, the 
woild’5 third largest wheat importer, imports between six and 
seven million tonnes of wheat every year. 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, Dece mb er 30, 1989 
Central Bank official rales 


U*. dollar 
Pound Stating 
Detdschcmark 
Swis franc 


to Scfl French franc 111.6 112.7 

iMa Min Japanese yen (tor 100) 449.2 453.7 

«g 'll ££& ^ ms 

JfH IttHan Bra (fix ltt» 50.9 51.4 

41W Belgian banc (fix 10) I8L7 183.5 


50.9 51.4 

1817 183.5 


on the New York Mercantile Ex¬ 
change. This has helped push 
crude futures up about $2 a barrel 
to nearly $22, -at they remain far 
below pre-1986 levels. 

Analysts expect ofl prices to 
rise modestly in the 1990s. 

“The Saudis and Kuwaitis have 
learned their lessons that West¬ 
ern countries can replace oil if 
prices get too high and I tfank 
they'll be moderate in letting 
prices grow," said William Her¬ 
mann, chief economist at Chev¬ 
ron Inc. who sees prices topping 
Out at $25.00. 

In a surprise move Friday, 
OPEC President Rflwanu Luk- 
m an was switched in a cabinet 
reshuffle from his job as Nigerian 
cal minister to the foreign minis' 
try, a move that mi gh t lead to bis 
giving up his OPEC post. 

“The personnel may be impor¬ 
tant day-to-day bat wul have little 
significance over the long-term," 
said Hermann. 

“OPECs strength increasingly 
comes from their proportion of 
the total output worldwide and 
not so much from the personnel 
or people who try to administer 
the quotas," he noted. 

Experts said they expect 


OPECs ability to influence oil 
prices will be concentrated 
among fewer of its 13 members, 
as only four to five members, 
including Iraq, Kuwait, the UAE 
and Saudi Arabia, wilt have the 
excess production capacity 
needed to fill this role. 

Worldwide demand for oil is 
expected to grow in the 1990s 
from the 1980s average of about 
47.0 million b/d in the non-com¬ 
munist world and about 13.0 mil¬ 
lion b/d in the communist world 
excluding China. 

“Total communist and non- 
communist demand is around 60 
million as of now and we expect a 
growth overall of about 10 million 
b/d by the year 2000. 

“But, that's not taking into 
account the political upheaval in 
the Eastern Bloc, which could 
push up energy demand at a 
mnrfi faster rate than had the 
communist institutions stayed in 
place,” said Hermann. 

Some analysts said sweeping 
Eastern Bloc liberalisation could* 
add up to five million barrels to 
earlier demand forecasts. 

Average U.S. demand was ab¬ 
out 18 nShon b/d and is expected 
to grow very slightly. 

“(U.S.) energy conservation is 
ongoing and we don't look for 
increased gasoline consumption 
in die 1990s even though we’ll put 
30 million more vehicles on the 
road by the end of the decade," 


said an analyst requesting anony¬ 
mity. 

The country's imports are ex¬ 
pected to pass 50 per cent of 
requirements in 1990 and rise 
significantly above that by 1995, 
analysts said. 

The price of North Sea Brent 
Mend crude til, a world price 
marker, ended a volatile 1989 os 
a firm note at axonnd $21 per 
barrel. A year ago it was $1635. 

A feature of 1989 was the way 
rising production by OPEC was 
offset by a series of hiccups in 
supply from other sources. 

World oil demand, recently 
helped by a bitter winter in North 
America, meanwhile rebounded 
to levels not seen since die mar¬ 
ket peaked in 1979-80. 

A year or so ago OPEC pro¬ 
duction of a mflHon b/d more 
than the group’s self-imposed 
ceiling would have caused great 
uncertainty . 

“Now it’s lost in the washing," 
a London-based trader said. 

Oil prices touched their highest 
for this year in April | after Alas¬ 
kan supply was temporarily inter¬ 
rupted by tiie Exxon Valdez til 
spill and a gas explosion on a 
North Sea pumping platform 
which shut off a quarter of British 
simply. 

The price of Brent rose to 
around $22. 

Petrol prices in Europe and the 
U.S. also soared as a result. The 





Portugal to raise basic food prices 

LISBON (R) — Portugal's centre-right government has 
announced that state-controlled prices of basic foods and services 
would rise by an average 7.7 per cent next year but said the 
increases would not endanger its anti-inflation plans. Justice 
Minister Fernando Nogueira told reporters that the rises, which 
cover staples such as bread as well as gas and water supply, were 
part of government plans to limit inflation to between 95 and 10-5 
per cent in 1990. Portugal's current inflation rate of more than 12 
per cent is among the highest in Western Europe and has sparked 
a wave of strikes by workers demanding matching wage rises. 
Economists say the European Community’s poorest country may 
find it hard to rein in inflkion whfle its economy is growing rapidly 
but add they have been encouraged by a slowing in the pace of 
price rises the past couple of months. 

Poland secures $500 million loan 

WASHINGTON (R) — Industrial nations have finalised an 
emergency loan for Poland of as much as $500 million to help 
cushion the blow of a tough economic austerity progr amme the 
U.S. Treasury has said. The United Stales, as previously 
announced by President George Bush on Dec. 13, wm provide 

mSUinn-nf the mnnay, which mil tide Poland over until 1 C 

recervw a longer-term loan from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

Britain narrows trade deficit 

LONDON (AP) — Britain’s foreign merchandise trade deficit 
nazrowed to £152 trillion ($2.4 triffion) in November from £1.83 
trillion ($2.9 billion) in the previous month, the government has 
said. The better-than-expected figures cheered the financial 
markets because they provided more evidence that the govern¬ 
ment’s policy of high interest rates is working to cool the 
economy. That means interest rates might not be pushed up 
again, so stock prices rose, and the pound dipped. The govern¬ 
ment has pushed interest rates to an eight-year high of 15 per cent 
to tackle resurgent inflation, which is running at an annual rate of 
7.7 per cent. Britain’s current account deficit shrank'to £1.42 
trillion ($2.3 trillion), from £1.73 billion ($2.8 bdhon), the Central 
Statis ti c al Office said. The current account deficit equals mer¬ 
chandise trade plus invisible trade, which covers services, 
overseas investment earaingg and official transfer payments. 
Invisible trade was estimated to be in surplus by £100 nriflpnn ($160 
million). 
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price of gasoline barge lots on tfao 
Rotterdam spot market shot up 
around $100 to almost $300 par 
tonne in the space of two weeks. 

But by August Brest was back 
down at aitiuod $16.. 

Tte latest “b nlKrfi ” factor has 
been cold weather. For most of 
December temperatures in the 

U.S. north east have been way 
below normal. Heating til futures 
an the New York Mercantile Ex-' 
change reached four-year highs. 

The cold also disrupted pro¬ 
duction at several refineries in flic 
southern United States. 

Market experts said 1990 could 
also see mice swings of $6 to $7 a 
barrel although die long-term 
trend is Hkdy to be higher, they 
added. 

A new OPEC production 
agreement takes effect Jan. I 
which the ofl ministers hope will 
take about one million barrels' 
daily of excess output off the 
market. But they acknowledge 
that demand for OPEC ofl may 
weaken after the winter. 

Towards the end of European 
business Friday North Sea Brent 
triend was assessed at $21.05 per 
barrel, some 20 cents higher than 
Thursday. 

Dubai, the leading Middle East 
grade, was up around 30 amts at 
$17.85 a band. West Texas In¬ 
termediate, the U.S. benchmark, 
rose by some 28 cents to $21.88 a 
barrel for February cargoes. 


Castro 

slams 

capitalism 

HAVANA (R) — Cuban Presi¬ 
dent Fidel Castro has said that 
capitalism created “bandits and 
thieves” and thousands of young 
Cubans demonstrated in Havana 
to pledge allegiance to him and 
socialism. , 

“The free-market method is 
the capitalist method, a method 
of looting and robbery,” Castro 
said in a speech at a steelworks 
outside Havana. 

“The capitalist method creates 
bandits, creates thieves, creates 
people who get rich at the ex¬ 
pense of others," the Cuban lead¬ 
er added. 

As Castro was speaking, 
thousands of Cuban youngsters 
took-to-the a tree is in Havana in a 
demonstration specially orga¬ 
nised to reaffirm the socialist 
identity of the revolution he 
started when he toppled a right- 
wing dictatorship in 1959. 

Castro’s latest energetic rejec¬ 
tion erf capitalism and its free- 
market policies was a farther 
reminder that Cuba did not plan 
to follow the market-oriented 
economic reforms currently being 
embraced by its traditional social¬ 
ist allies in Eastern Europe. 

Despite a continuing shortage 
of hard currency and expected 
disruptions in trade with East 
European socialist countries, 
Cuba is aiming for economic' 
growth of between one and two 
per cent in 1990. 

Laws passed by Cuba’s nation¬ 
al assembly set out broad econo¬ 
mic targets for 1990 while ack¬ 
nowledging the island's sugar- 
based economy faced serious 
obstacles. 

“In 1990, even more difficult 
conditions will prevail because 
the availability of freely converti¬ 
ble currency will continue to be 
limited and this will be combined 
with possible complications in 
trade with socialist countries," 
read an accompanying comment 
tary for one of the laws passed. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The foUowing table muaan ses trading activities at the Amman f^aodel Mar, 
Saturday Dec. 23, *89 and ***&*& Wednesday Dec. 27, W. (Efeure? m Jotdamn dmts).' 


aT.ceajpmy 


■ ■ -fc[w ■ . W~ . . 

_ nampar : 
of shares 


Vote* 
or trade 


Banking antf ffnanrial te t h atio ns 



998935 

' ■ .1697886 

.1.640 

1.700 

Twnrfan Triamrr Ranlr : . ... . 

I 3258 

'*568 

2^30 

2^50 


4005 

5525 

■ L370. 

1380 


204486 

433278 

2.100 

2.060 

’ Arab Iord“*l Investment Rank — — 



,— 

— 

faim Amman >; »nk ■ • _ - .......... 

20000 

: 540000 

25.750 

27.000 

BankofJaxdan . - ...__ 

3ttS 

•"" 33910 

14.000 

14.000 


2270 

: r. - 474790 

210.000 

208-500 

'Jordan National Bank ..............._.7™........--. 

.22270 

56813 

2J20 

2340 

Jordan Investment and Huaaoe Bank- ' .—.. 

NationalFnanrialtnvftimffnW ..._ - 

600 

7 .1989 ' 

3.260' 

3340 

National Portfolio Securities.... 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) _...... 

24806 

28117 

47966 ■ 
69841 . 

1.930 

2-52Q 

L940 

2.470 


Jordan Sec urities Cg 
P jail Pdiilf KiBmrin^ 

Beit AI Mai Saving & 


f-jna Tntnnwvs. ....... 

Jordan French Insurance __ 

Jordan Insurance.;..... 

Arab life and AcddeM Insurance . 

Yimw it Iiwnwno. rniri H ri mB i nwiwi __ 

Holy Laud Insurance............ 

P hiladelphia ImamHio. • .'. 

A rah T Inirai Tpt y p^|{^| Ti w u if u i|iy _ 

Jerusalem Insurance... 

Jordan-Golf Insurance_. 

General Arabia Insurance........_1.. 

National AhEya Insuran ce.. 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 
United Insurance_ 


fg glMTfrl Tll WSl'IHflflftl 

Imrm fnr TnvMtmwtf and Pmimmil 

Darco for Housing and Investment.. 

Real Estate Investment (Aqaico) 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment_ 


Equipment !» Mamtenanco/Th'jcerco ...... 

Xntenmtioaal Contracting & Investment_..... 

Jordanian Electric Power- t _ 

Irbid District Electricity____ 

Arab International Hotels ____ _ 

Hotels and Tourism.....• 


' 2065 


6069 

1000 

301573 


Garage Owners Federation Office i.. 
Jordan National Shipping Lines 
Jordan Press Foundation. 


DarAlSbaab Press, Printing and Pubfetung .. 
Jordan Dairy.......... 

Arab WunMwmiMl Mamifacftwing_ M . 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries. 

Jordan Phosphate Mines.. 

Indnrtrial, rimmiHrial «nrf Agricultural (Iqtaj 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries .. 

Jordan Kuwait for Agjicidtnral Products. 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Mamria ctarin g.. 
Aladdm Industries 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing ...._ 


Jordan Ceramics ...... 

Qiemical Industries .. 


National Steel Industries. 

Uruveond Chemical Industries ......... 

General Mining ... 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery. 

Jordan lime A Brick _..__ 

National Industries —..._....... 

Arab Paper Converts and Trading ... 
Arab Investment and ZoteroationalTra 
Jordan Wooden Industries (TWIGO) .. 

livestock and Poultry.. 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing .. 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags. 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard ............ 

Jordan Rockwool Industries_ 

Trans-JPordau Minerals Research.. 


Woolen Industries....... 

Jordan Tanning.. 

Jordan Printing and Packaging__ 


Mas Industries................__ __ 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing......_ 

Jordan Spinning & Weaving ...___ 

Jordan Snlpho Chemicals... . 

Jordan fanqj t F aCftWTff T ......._ 

Jordan Glass Industries ....____ 

Jordan Precast Concrete Industry_ 

National Quarry_____;. 
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Grand total 


5,349,405 9,949,619 


1.000 
1.000 
L000 
1.000 
1.000. 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
. 1.000 
1.000 
5.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
■4.000 
1.000 
5.000 
1.000 
L000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


LXXJU LXXJUDU 

(Answers tomorrow) 

SattJK|ay>s j Jumbles; AORTA CARGO POWDER JUNIOR 

I Answer. Another name for a ctoudtmiEt— 

A “DROWN POUR" 
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resumes light training 


Op star Ruud Gullit has begun 

^"exercises foil owing a third 
B 'e narration on ms ione- 


fl operation on his iong- 
A&pd right knee, but AC Milan 
jpjpjs said Friday a complete 
tiptpf looks distant. 

sources indicated that 
jflfc the captain of the Dutch 
jMppal team and one of Milan’s 
jjgtforwards, would miss the 
jjs fjnin g part of the Italian ma- 
Yfeague season and die World 
2j»jaj next June. 

Hjr&uHit and the dub must be 
fr farr t. not to compromise heal- 
of the knee,” said M3an 
^cftMr Giovanbattista Mood. 
^He added that Gullit will have 
undergo medical tests within a 
fjjonth before intensifying his 
" pining . Monti declined to say 
hen Gullit may resume playing, 
itit dub sources indicated he is 
jt expected to return before the 
id of May. 

Gullit has been sidelined with 
nee problems since last June, 
Mid Milan recently decided to 
postpone a three-year extension 
\f his contract, which would cost 


Rood Gnllil 

the Italian dub about $10 million. 

“I can't blame MS an -for its 
decision. But for sure I win be 
back into action and Milan will 
sign me again,” Gullit said on His 
arrival in Milan Wednesday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


'« BY CHARLES GOREN 

l£ AND OMAR SHARIF 

AIM Tntwns Madia SacHcaa, Inc. 


TOO EASY TO MAKE 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* 9 7 5 4 2 
7 A K 3 
0 J 2 

* Q 10 5 

WEST EAST 

* A K J * Void 

l? ? Q J 10 9 ^7642 

.06 0 Q 10 9 8 4 

1**97432 4KJ86 

$ so 


to SOUTH 

4 Q 10 8 6 3 
«? 85 

ir 0 A K 7 5 3 

* A 

I <. The bidding: 

to North East South West 

ic Pass Pass 1 * Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

«.] Opening lead: Queen of <7 
,4'- All too often we have seen a dc- 
darer exhibit exemplary technique 
^f on a tough hand, then go down on 
;*{ one which should have presented no 
problem. This example is from a 
rubber bridge game. 

North bad to decide whether, as a 
passed hand, he should jump to 
fame or simply bid three spades in 
response to partner’s third-sear, 
one-spade opening, which might be 
shaded. We are by nature conserva¬ 
tive, so we lean to three spades: but 


we have no quarrel with North's 
choice. 

West attacked with a heart honor, 
taken in dummy. Declarer led a 
spade, and was not particularly 
bothered when East showed out. 
West took his three trump tricks and 
continued with gnrwhw heart to the 
remaining honor in dummy. 

When West showed out on the 
second diamond, declarer suddenly 
realized he was between a rock and ■ 
hard place. He had three losing dia¬ 
monds in hand, and only two 
trumps remaining in dummy. The 
defenders made no error in discard¬ 
ing, so the result was. down one. 

Since declarer had no losers in the 
plain suits, be should have been will¬ 
ing to concede three trump tricks. 
That's easy enough to accomplish as 
long as trumps are not touched. 

After winning the first trick, deo¬ 
dar er should cash the ace-king of 
diamonds. Suppose West niffs with 
the jack and cashes bis high trumps. 
There would still be three trumps on 
the table to take care of the dia¬ 
mond losers. And if West does not 
ruff, declarer simply continues 
cashing winners and ruffing. No 
matter what West does, he cannot 
get more than his three trump tricks, 
and the contract is safe. 


TH£ Daily Crossword by Owotlwi C. Shipp 


ACROSS 
1 Spaghetti and 


7 Old It port 

12 A-otw 

13 TV Hem 


17 Dreaa fashion 

18 “Nonna 

19 Datalnass 

20 Rattling sound 

21 -Garmsnt of 
old 

23 Naar gr^ds 

24 Mum 

28 Gynt’s mother 
27 •*— Woman” 

30 Molars 
32 Faff 

84 Part of tha 
>-*Ctickoo 


41 Each - 
42'Bfldnt part 
45 Raced 
48 De letter 
48 Lubricated 

52 Portend . 

53—dl*u 

65 Boat: abbr..' 
58 ZuZsa - 
57 Comedian 
81 Dollar •- 
12 u - by a -- 
rt*ar_" 
.(tubed) 

53 Singers • ' 
B4 Defame art 



C> 1MB TriBuna Madia SofvkM. inc 
All WaMa RoMnaa 

Yesterday's Pooh Seised: 

9 AZ city 


10 Astir 

11 Again 

12 Autocrats 

13 Macaw 

14 Amatoria" 
(Ovtd) 

18 A feast — 

. fomtna 
21 Cossets 
-22 Jock of films 

24 Gann: 

25 Wreath 
2848a MacGraw 


2 ,, Now_a*t -w. 3 i tme, hoc 


nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nann annaa naan 
nnnn nnnoTifinninfi 
nnnnrin nnnrannra 
naa nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnranon nnn 
nnnan nnnn nan 
nnnn nannnnnna 
nnnnn nnn 
□nnnanri nnnnnn 
nnnnnmfM nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


(Browning) 

3 Gits ten i . 

4 —. down, 
(mute) - - 

5 Sch- «*L 

6 Lawmaker: 
abbr. 

7 Baglfintaga 


- ramparts—" 

94 Taste 
SS.ImBan 

: 3$. Borderline 
=3i; Torino 


43 Outbreaks 

Is Bom" 


8 Erwbi of-Urns-' **, *i; 


47 Renew of the 

3 Rents 

48 Succinct 

50 Tata the baH 

51 South end 

52 AHowancB lor 
troops In 
India 


53 Nightwear 

54 Caesar's 
city 

56 Grewl 

58 Bout 
end 

59 Vessel 

80 One — ml 



Cinema 


English soccer: 

Liverpool stays at the top 


U.S., Spain into Hopman Cup semifinals 


LONDON (R) — Liverpool, the 
outstanding English team of the 
last two decades, enters 1990 with 
a four-point lead at the top of the 
first division after a 1-0 home win 
over lowly Charlton on Saturday. 

After a 16th minute goal from 
the enigmatic John Barnes, 
Liverpool dub even afford the 
luxury of a second half penalty 
miss by Ian Rush. 

Their nearest pursuers, to the 
surprise of many, are Aston Villa 
who beat champions Arsenal 2-1. 
their eighth consecutive home 
victory. 

Villa narrowly avoided relega¬ 
tion last season, but their recent 
form, inch]ding a 3-0 fhr»<hrng of 
Manchester United on Tuesday, 
has been a revelation. 

Spurred on by a 40,000 crowd. 
Villa sank Arsenal with goals 
from David Platt in the 16th 
minute and Derek Mountfield 
nine minntes from time. 

An 89th minute reply from 
Tony Adams was not enough and 
Arsenal slipped to third, five 
points behind Liverpool. 

Nottingham Forest celebrated 
manager Brian Clough's 1,000th 
game as a league manager with a 
3-2 win at Tottenham. 

The London side, who have 
been threatening to break into 
the top three lately, took an 11th 
minute lead through England 
striker Gary Lineker. 

But Clough’s son, Nigel 
Gough, perhaps realising the im¬ 
portance of the occasion, equal¬ 
ised 16 minutes later and goals 
from Gary Crosby (29th) and 
Garry Parker (70th) gave Forest 
the points. Lineker’s second goal 
a wnwuife from the end came too 
late. 


Manchester United's be¬ 
leaguered manager Alex Fergu¬ 
son can breathe a little easier 
after a 2-2 draw at Wimbledon, 
the home side scrambling a last 
minute equaliser from substitute 
Alan Cork. 

Ferguson's moment of truth 
will come next Saturday in a third 
round Football Association 
(F.A.) cup tie — at Nottingham 
Forest. 

But the Scot wOl have taken 
some heart from Saturday's per¬ 
formance. After trailing to a 21st 
minute header from Eric Young, 
United struck back with goals 
from veteran Viv Anderson 
(74th) and Mark Robins a minute 
later, only to be denied by cork. 

Such is the strength in depth of 
title favourites Liverpool, they 
could afford to start with England 
internationals Peter Beardsley 
and Steve McMahon on the sub¬ 
stitutes bench. 

Barnes, back after hamstring 
injury and sporting a fine pair of 
black tights, scored from a half 
volley to stretch his side’s un-' 
beaten run to six games. 

Villa owe much this season to 
striker Platt who is now firmly in 
the sights of England manager 
Bobby Robson. 

His goal against Arsenal, his 
16th of the season, was a fine 
affair . He controlled a difficult 
ball, slipped between two defen¬ 
ders and then gave goalkeeper 
John Lukic no chance. 

The second, from Mountfield, 
was less convincing. The defen¬ 
der had a free header at Tony 
Daley's cross because the Arsenal 
defence believed Villa were 
offside. 


Napoli receives 1st defeat 


By Jill Serjeant 
Reuter 

LEADERS Napoli crashed to 
their first Italian League defeat of 
the season Saturday, losing 3-0 at 
mid-table Lazio. 

Brazilian Amariido scored 
twice and forward Gabriele Pin 
added a76th minute goal as Lazio 
ran rings around a demoralised 
Napoli in the second half. 

Argentine captain Diego Mara¬ 
dona, who failed>to turn up for 
training on Thursday, was unable 
to inspire Napoli, struggling since 
their UEFA-Cup elimination. 

Napoli remained top on 25 
points but their advantage was 
dipped to two-points after de¬ 
fending champions Interna- 
zionale Milan beat Udinese 2-0 to 
move second. 

European footballer of tbe 
Year Marco van Basten of the 
Netherlands scored one minute 
before time to give AC Milan a 
14) victoiy against hosts Bari. 

AC Milan, with one match in 


hand, stayed fifth on 21 points. 

Amariido, signed from Spanish 
club Celta Vigo this season, 
opened the scoring for Lazio in 
the 38th minute, picking up a 
deflection from Napoli's reserve 
keeper Raffaele di Fusco. 

Napoli, for whom Brazilian 
Careca hit the post in a well- 
balanced first half, brought on 
striker Andrea Cairnevale after 
the interval. 

But Lazio surged repeatedly 
through a disjointed Napoli de¬ 
fence, creating a chance in the 
50th minute and having a goal 
disallowed five minutes later. 

Pin put Lazio 2-0 ahead and 
with Napoli’s defence and attack 
in disarray, Amariido completed 
the scoring five minutes later with 
a fine solo goal. 

Napoli trainer Alberto Bigon 
dropped regular goalkeeper 
Gituio Giuliani after he let in 
eight goals in Napoli’s third 
round UEFA Cup tie against 
Werdex Bremen 


FORECAST FOR Sunday Dec. 31, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
morning finds it possible for you to 
make plans that could give yon 
added abundance in the days 
ahead. Do something thoughful for 
a loved one. 


ARIES: (Man* 22 to April 19) 
Plan an interesting entertainment 
from a newcomer from afar that 
yon fike. A happy day with your 
attachment should be yours. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Let 
a brilliant outsider arrange condi¬ 
tions better at your residence. 
Both you and yonr attachment will 
have (o arise above moodiness 
now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
modem minded friend will give 
you some good ideas fen 1 entertain¬ 
ing. A great day to get your home 
in perfect: running condition. 
MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Let good friends know yoa 
like diem by doing something spe¬ 
cial for them. Some dramatic 
changes at your residence are in 
the works. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are of two minds about a business 
matter. Study both with care. Lots 
of activity between yon and your 
attachment wifi build up more 
mutual interest 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take tune out to study foreign 
methods to increase your business. 
A more expansive awareness of 
your home opportunities can now 
be helpful. 

LIBRA: (September 22 to October 
22) Look closely now into bow you 
are handling your practical affairs 
and improve methods. An electric 


feeling can now exist between you 
and the one you love. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) Dynamic pereons should be 
invited into your home for a spark¬ 
ling time. Be more understanding 
of the expenses that your loved one 
incurs. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 2r) You uow need to 
organize your business affairs on a 
more secure structure. A good 
time to add charm, beauty, music, 
etc., to your home. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Arguments with dose 
minded friends could only bring 
adverse results now. Do something 
practical now that yonr loved one 
will appreciate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Feb ru¬ 
nty 19) Get and be with as many 
friends and acquaintances as possi¬ 
ble. Return social obligations uow 
by entertaining at your own 
dwelling. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Don’t let a person who outlines 
bis welcome bold up your precious 
hours. A faxseeing businessman 
wOl give you fine modem ideas for 
your affairs. 

Today’s chfid: If your child were 
bom today he or die will be born 
with a love or life, freedom and 
justice, but should be taught early 
that this can only be achieved 
through obeying rules and regula¬ 
tions that are prudent and wise. An 
early marriage b a definite possi¬ 
bility. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compeL ” What yon make of your 
Hie is largely up to you. 
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PERTH, Australia (R) — John 
McEnroe, his temper as fiery as 
ever, and Pam Shrivcr put the 
United States into the semifinals 
of the Hopman Cup mixed team 
tennis tournament with a 34) de¬ 
feat of Italy on Saturday.* 

Despite playing together for 
tbe first time, the top-seeded 
Americans had few problems 
beating the Italian combination 
of Paolo Cane and Laura Golarsa 
to qualify to meet Australia on 
Sunday. 

The only blot on tbe American 
performance was a familiar out¬ 
burst from McEnroe during his 
dead singles rubber against Cane. 

Warned for racket abuse by 
British umpire Jane Tabor in the 
second set, McEnroe incurred a 
penalty point early in the third for 
sweating and was then docked a 
game- for sitting in his chair and 
refusing to play on. 

But Cane was unable to capi¬ 
talise on his opponent’s problems 
and McEnroe eventually dinched 
a 6-4, 4-6, 6-1 victory. 

Sbriver, playing her first com¬ 
petitive game for six weeks, made 
short work of tbe 22-year-old 
Golarsa, winning 6-2, 6-4 in 62 
minutes in the opening match. 

Golarsa fafled to bold any of 
her four service games in the first' 
set and, although she broke back 
to 5-4 in the second tbe American 
broke again immediately to take 


the set and the match. 

Shrivcr then teamed op with 
McEnroe to outclass the Italian 
pair 6-1,6-4 in the mixed doubles' 
and clinch the tie. 

McEnroe blamed tiredness for 
his outburst in die third set. 

“I lost my concentration and 
my cool. Once I had been given 
die first warning I decided I 
didn't want to play until the next 
game and thought I'd give myself 
a minute and a half to regroup,” 
he said. 

On Friday, Spain’s family duo 
of Arantxa ana Emilio Sanchez 
kept their cool when it mattered 
to defeat Austria and reach the 
semifinals of tbe Hopman Cup 
mexed team tennis tournament. 

Arantxa had to save two match 
points before defeating Barbara 
Paul us in her singles match and 
then teamed up with brother 
Emilio to record a 7-6,6-4 victory 
over Paul us and Thomas Muster 
in the doubles. 

Austria reduced the margin of 
defeat when Muster beat Emilio 
Sanchez 6-7,6-2,64, but Spam’s 
2-1 success earned them a semi¬ 
final spot against Czechoslovakia, 
who whitewashed France 3-0 ear¬ 
lier in tbe day. 

The Spanish pair had to come 
from behind in the doubles after 
Muster guided Austria to a 5-3 
lead in the first set 

But Spain easily took tbe even- 




Pam Shrivcr 

tual tie-break 7-1 and reamined in 
control to complete an encourag¬ 
ing victory. 

“I feel very confident and I 
think we can go all die way to the' 
final,” Arantxa Sanchez said. 

She confirmed her plans to 
miss next month's Australian 
Open in order to return to Spain 
to rest and, among other thing s, 
take her driving tesr. 

The outcome of the women's 
singles appeared a foregone con¬ 
clusion when Sanchez went a set 
and 4-0 up against Paulus. 

But the promising Austrian 
had other ideas as she blazed her 
way back into the match to win a 
second set tiebreak 7-3. 


With Emilio watching anxious¬ 
ly, the French Open champion 
saved two match points in the 
final set at 54 and 40-15 before 
Paulus double faulted on match 
point to end almost three hours of 
baseline attrition. 

Holders Czechoslovakia 
booked their place in Saturday's 
semifinal when Perer Korda, a 
late replacement for the injured 
Miloslav Mecir, helped his coun¬ 
try to a hard-fought 64, 5-7, 7-5 
win in the doubles alongside 
Helena Sukova. 

Korda then hammered a de¬ 
flated Yannick Noab in straight 
sets in the dead final match. 


Romania determined to play in World Cup 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — The 
Romanian revolution destroyed 
the top officials who lavishly sub¬ 
sidised Romanian soccer, but the 
nation's soccer system apparently 
remains intact and will produce a 
well-trained squad for the 1990 
World Cup. 

An official from the national 
sports council in Bucharest, who 
refused to identify himself, said 
the uprising would not have “any 
effect” on Romania’s participa¬ 
tion for the tournament in Italy 
starting next June 8. 

“Romania will go to Italy by 
any means,” be said by telephone 
from Bucharest. 

The state news agency Ager- 
pres reported Friday that the 
national selection would tour 
France next month for two 
matches, including one against 


French champion Olympique 
Marseille on Jan. 28. 

Other scheduled warmups will 
be against host Switzerland on 
April 11. against Brazil on May 
12 in Bucharest, and against host 
Belgium on May 26, Agerpres 
said. 

“I don’t see any reason why 
Romania shouldn’t play in Italy,” 
Guido Tognoni, spokesman for 
the s occe r’s world governing 
body, FIFA, told tbe Associated 
Press in Geneva Friday. 

Romania, which will play in 
first-round Group B together 
with Argentina, Cameroon and 
the Soviet Union, qualified for 
tbe World Cup finals for the first 
time since 1970, propelled by a 
fresh wave of soccer talent. 

Once they get to Italy, howev- 



Queen honours British sportsmen 

LONDON (AP) — Two-tinje Olympic 1,500-metre champion 
Sebastian (foe, victorious Ryder Cup captain Tony Jacklin, 
England soccer captain Bryan Robson and heavyweight boxer 
Frank Bruno were among sportsmen Darned Saturday in tbe new 
year’s honours list issued by Queen Elizabeth n. Coe, the world 
800-metre record bolder wbo makes his farewell appearance on 
the track at next month’s Commonwealth games before entering 
politics, becomes an officer of the order of the British Empire for 
services to sport. Jacklin, made an Obe in 1970, was awarded the 
higher Honour of Companion of the order of the British Empire. 
Last September, Jacklin led the European golf squad to a third 
straight Ryder Cup title against the Umted States and immediate¬ 
ly stepped down. Robson was awarded the Obe while Bruno, who 
unsuccessfully challenged Mike Tyson for tbe world title earlier 
this year, was made a member of the order of tbe British Empire. 
“It is very unbelievable, know what I mean, and really beautiful 
news,” Bruno said during a break in performances of a children's 
pantomime in which he is acting. “It was very unexpected but it is 
a really nice achievement because when you bave come from 
being a building site worker to this sort of thing, you can feel very 
proud." 

Havelange determined to keep W.C. clean 

LONDON (R) — FIFA President Joao Havelange is determined 
nothing should spoil next year's World Cup soccer finals. “FIFA 
will... do everything humanly possible to guard the World Cup in 
Italy from any kind of blemish,” Havelange said in tbe December 
issue of FIFA news. The Brazilian head of the International 
Football Federation said “less pleasing elements” have blemished 
the game in recent years,” particularly crowd violence. “We have 
to dig our heels in to stem these undesirable developments,” 
Havelange said. “We shall continue to devote a large part of our 
energy to curbing those elements which in any way try to bring 
our sport into disrepute either on or off the field.” 

Becker faces fine 

ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
tennis champion Boris Becker of West Germany faces a $5,000 
fine after withdrawing Friday from next week’s Australian 
hard court tennis championships. Becker gave no reason for his 
late withdrawal from the $150,000 tournament, the opening event 
of the new Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) tour. The 
world number two, who earlier this month led West Germany to 
victory over Sweden in the Davis Cup final, withdrew from the 
event less than 72 hours before the scheduled start. 




Hotel Jordan Inter-Continental invites tenders for the 
dismantling and removal for scrap of a standard Kessei 
steam boiler aged 25 years. 

Interested parties should contact the Engineering 
DepL Telephone number 641361 Ext 2173. 


Cinema 
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Tel: 675571 


Mel Gibson 
& 

Darny Glover 
in 

Lethal Weapon “2’ 

Peril nuances 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10 JO 
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er, physical stamina and motiva¬ 
tion — qualities often lacking in 
the past — may determine if the 
Romanians will be able to over¬ 
come their usual underdog role. 

Things should be different fol¬ 
lowing Ccausescu’s ouster by the 
Romanian army and revolu¬ 
tionaries Dec. 22. 

Ceausescu’s two brothers, Hie, 
an army general and deputy de¬ 
fence minister, and Nicolae 
Andruta, a police general and 
deputy interior minister, were 
known as tbe “guardian angels” 
of the country’s top two clubs — 
Steaua and Dynamo. 

Eight members of the national 
team play for Steaua, the 1986 
European Champions' Cup win¬ 
ner, which is sponsored by the 
military. Players were showered 
with financial incentives and 


given rent-free apartments and 
cars. 

Steaua’s cross-city rival in 
Bucharest, Dynamo, is run by the 
interior ministry and usually pro¬ 
vided the national squad with 
four or five players in recent 
games. 

Both brothers were arrested 
after Ceausescu was charged with 
“genocide” and ruining tbe 
national economy and executed 
by firing squad Dec. 25 along 
with his wife Elena. 

“So what,” said a Romanian 
sports commentator, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, referring 
to the prominent sponsors now in 
captivity. “There will be other 
generals from die two rival minis¬ 
tries to protect the teams. The 
army and the police have plenty 
of money, haven’t they?” 


Italian daily names 
athletes of the year 


MILAN, Italy (AP)—American 
cyclist Greg Lemond and Swiss 
skier Vreni Schneider were 
named the best athletes of 19S9 in 
a survey by Italy's largest sports 
daily, Gazzetta Dello Sport of 
Milan. 

Lemond, 28, who captured the 
Tour de France and the world 
road title this year, edged West 
German tennis star Boris Becker 
and Cuban high jumper Javier 
Sotomayor among the men -in 
Gazetta’s poll of sportwriters. 

The results were published Fri¬ 
day in the daily, which has a 
circulation of about 1 million. 

American track and field star 
Carl Lewis, who had been picked 
as the best athlete of the 1980s in 
a recent survey by the same 
sports daily, did not finish among 
the top 15 in the yearly contest. 

Lemond received 493 points, 
compared with Becker’s 478 and 
Sotomayor’s 425. 

Schneider, 25. who won tbe 
World Cup Alpine skiing title last 
season, scoring a record of 14 
.wins, finished ahead of West Ger¬ 
man tennis wonder Steffi Graf 
and French cyclist Jeannie 
Longo. 

Schneider had 527 points and 
Graf 412. Graf had finished 
second to Czechoslovak-born 


te nnis star Martina Navratilova in 
the previous survey on the best 
athletes of the decade. 

A.C. Milan, the European soc¬ 
cer champion, led the standings 
of the best teams of the year with 
236 points. 

The Cuban men’s and women's 
volleyball teams shared second 
place with 230 points. 

The U.S. track and field team 
and the U.S. National Basketball 
Association's Detroit Pistons 
finished fifth and sixth respective¬ 
ly in tbe teams standings. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


POMepo 

=L RISTORANTE ~ 


will close for lunch on Monday 
January 1, 1990. 

Note: Romero is fully booked 
for New Year’s Eve 


Happy'NewVfear 
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Poland becomes democracy, 
strips Communists of lead role 

WARSAW (R) — Poland has wrapped up its historic in* Pound as a 4®ocracy . 
switch to democracy, stripping the Communist Lm, which take efi 

Party of Its leading role and proclaiming itself “a implementing the rales of social 1. indude teDtaeja 
democratic state ruled by law.” SSSSSTpoUnd.' 

Other new clauses e stabl i s hed 
t h^^ t of , &eedonr^id 


By a vote of 374-1 with 11 
abstentions, parliament Friday 
abolished constitutional clauses 
defining Poland a Socialist state, 
dropped the Stalinist title Polish 
People’s Republic introduced in 
1952 and restored the pre-war 
name Republic of Poland. 

In a farther gesture of immense 
symbolism to Poles, it also gave 
back to the white eagle, the 
national emblem, the crown re¬ 
moved by the Communists when 
they seized power at the end of 
World War U. 

Led by a jubilant Tadeusz 
Mazowiecki, the Solidarity prime 


minister, parliamentary deputies 1 
stood emotionally to sing the 
national anthem after their vote 
swept away the trappings of Sta¬ 
linism and capped a momentous 
year of change for Poland. 

The vote made- Poland the 
fourth East European country 
after Hungary, Czechoslovakia 
and East Germany to strip the 
Co mmunis t party of its leading 
role in the state. 

It also deleted the first two 
chapters of the 1952 constitution 
that outlined the political and 
economic system as socialist, re¬ 
placing them with articles defin- 


“on the basis of freedom and 
legality” and guaranteed freedom 
of economic activity for >11» ®" 
dfl rfmg private business. 

The changes were pushed 
thr ou gh hurriedly to bnng the 
constitution in line with the spirit 
of economic reforms intended to 
make Poland in 1990 the first 
Tfoet European country to switch 
to a free market economy. 

The senate (upper boose) Fri¬ 
day approved a package cn eco¬ 


nomic reforms voted by the Sejm' 
(lower house) Thursday. The re¬ 
forms, which take effect on Jan. 
1, include banking changes and 
pd ^ ^MaHMtosetnpCBpUhfist 
str u c tur es in Poland. 

Communist deputies, who 
comprise 38 per cent of the 460- 
member Sejm, at first opposed 
some of the constitutional 
r fr*nges but dropped objections 
at the last minute and voted for 
than akmgsde Solidarity. 

The Co mmunis ts, who are ex¬ 
pected to liquidate their party 
next month and replace it with a 
new modern leftist party, had 
protested that droppin g reference 
to socialism from the constitu¬ 
tion amounted to changing the na¬ 
ture of the state without due 
consideration. 


No power for anti-Marxists, China warns 


PEKING (R) — China, shaken 
by the swift overthrow of long¬ 
time Romanian ally Nicolae 
Ceausescu, said Saturday that 
only Marxist loyalists could lead 
its Communist Party and govern¬ 
ment. 

Party chief Jiang Zemin 
warned that there conld be no 
place in authority for people dis¬ 
loyal to Marxism and urged Chi¬ 
na's “invincible" rating party to 
smash “reactionary” forces 
abroad. 

The official People's Daily 
Saturday devoted half its front 
page to a speech by Jiang declar¬ 
ing that revolutionary ardour was 
needed to take China through an 
“extremely critical time.” 

Diplomats said his hardline 
speech was dearly a reaction to 
events in Romania where the 
Communist government of 
Ceausescu — an “old friend” of 
China — was toppled by a popu¬ 


lar revolt last week. 

Insecurity deepended by 
Ceausescu's execution has driven 
China's leaders to reinforce stri¬ 
dent Communist orthodoxy, re¬ 
versing a gentler tone towards the 
West seen earlier this month after 
tiie visit of high-level U.S. offi¬ 
cials, the diplomats added. 

Premier u Peng, also reflect¬ 
ing concern over the Romanian 
upheaval, urged paramilitary 
police Thursday to strengthen 
vigilance against “enemies” who 
wanted to sabotage socialism. 

He thanked some 300 senior 
members of the People's Armed 
Police for their role in crashing 
China 's pro-democracy unrest in 
May and June but urged them to 
prepare for a lengthy straggle. 
Pelting remains under martial 
law. 

Communist leaders have in¬ 
structed the party rank and file on 
the “correct” interpretation of 


events in Romania and have pri¬ 
vately blamed Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev for the stun¬ 
ning developments in Eastern 
Europe, described here as a sub¬ 
version of socialism. 

“The authority of leadership in 
the party and the country must be 
held in the hands of people who 
are loyal to Marxian,” read a 
banner headline in the People's 
Daily over Jiang’s speech. 

Marxism had slowly receded 
into the background during the 
last decade, as economic reforms 
elevated efficiency and profit to 
primacy over ideology. 

But hardline leaders have 
sought to tighten their grip on 
power since crashing the mass 
anti-government protests in June 
and Marxist doctrines are back in 
vogue. 

Jiang said that from now on, 
people must be employed, 
elected and trained with the 


prime wm of promoting revolu¬ 
tionary ardour or Marxism. 

After that, he added, they can 
learn enough science and culture 
to be useful to China’s mod¬ 
ernisation. 

The party needs such ideologic¬ 
al reinvi go ration, said Jiang, be¬ 
cause its “meat and blood” rela¬ 
tionship with the people has been 
wounded by corruption and the 
o p portu nis m of hostile forces at 
home and abroad. 

“The party must again show 
forth our invincible strength in 
smashing international reaction¬ 
ary foress,” said Jiang. “Our 
party has plentiful experience in 

fi ghting imperialists and all kinds 
of opportunists.” 

China has vehemently blamed 
foreign forces working with a 
“very small number” of Chinese 
for fome n ti n g the unprecedented 
unrest last spring and summer. 


China blasts U.K. over Hong Kong proposal 


PEKING (R) — China accused 
Britain Saturday of breaking a 
“solemn commitment'' in saying 
it will grant foil British citizenship 
to 50,000 Hong Kong families. 

It urged London to reverse its 
decision and threatened to take 
unspecified “corresponding mea¬ 
sures.” 

“The course of action by the 
British government is a gross 
violation of its own solemn com¬ 
mitment,” tiie New China News 
Agency quoted a Foreign Minis¬ 
try spokesman as saying. 

“The Chinese side asks the 
British government to set store by 


the overall interest and change its 
above-mentioned mistaken prac¬ 
tice,” it said. 

Britain’s promise tins month 
would allow an estimated 225,000 
Hong Kong Chinese the right to 
settle in the United Kingdom in 
the run up to 1997, when Hong 
Kong reverts to Chinese rale. 

Hong Kong’s government has 
argued the plan would provide an 
insurance policy for some citizens 
scared of imminent Chinese rale 
and restore confidence shaken 
after China’s army crashed pro¬ 
democracy ' demonstrations in 
Pelting in June. 


But the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Britain’s action 
disregards commitments it 
in the Smo-Bzitish joint declara¬ 
tion five years ago, which stipu¬ 
lates conditions of Hong Kong’s 
handover. . 

London’s move would be de- 
tremental to the stability and 
prosperity of Hong Kong and had 
already caused considerable con¬ 
fusion, he siad. He asked Britain 
to reconsider. 

"Otherwise, it will have to bear 
a series of consequences arising 
therefrom. The Chinese side re¬ 
serves tiie right to take corres¬ 


ponding measures thereby." 

China and Britain have often 
dashed over Hong Kong since 
June, especially over Peking’s in¬ 
sistence that it will station units of 
the People’s Liberation Army 
there after 1997. 

Peking has also repeatedly said 
it will not tolerate activities in 
Hong Kopg which subvert Chi¬ 
na's socialist system. 

At the same time it has sought 
to reassure the colony’s 5.7 mil¬ 
lion population that its capitalist 
system will be allowed to exist for 
at least 50 years after China tafcs 
over. 


U.N. 

deplores 
U.S. action 
in Panama 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
U.N. General Assembly has 
adopted a resolution deploring 
the U.S. military intervention in 
Panama but the vote was a less 
than resounding rebuke to the 
United States. 

While the resolution passed 
easily by 75 to 20, fewer than half 
the 159 member states supported 
it. A total of 40 countries ab¬ 
stained and another 24 did not 
participate at all . 

Several countries who voted in 
favour, soch as Spain and An- 1 
stria, voiced reservations that the 
resolution was imbalanced and 
made no mention of the need for 
democracy in Panama.' 

But the majority voting agreed 
the U.S. invasion was an infringe¬ 
ment of sov er eig n ty on the rights 
of a small nation and violated tiie , 
U.N. Charter on non-interven¬ 
tion. 

There were exceptions among ' 
all the geographical g inn p » i g« in , 
the United Nations, especially 
among the 101-member Non- 
Aligned bloc of nations. For ex- 1 
ample, in North Africa, Egypt, 
T ra nsit and Morocco abstained 1 
while Libya and Algeria sup¬ 
ported the resolution. 

Most Central and South Amer- , 
ican countries voted for the docu¬ 
ment. However, El Salvador 
voted against and Costa Rica and ' 
Hond ur as abstained. 

The United States drew most 
of its support from Western 
European nations as well as 
f-anadaij Japan, Australia' and 
New Zealand, who cast negative 
votes. 

Spain, Austria, Sweden and 
Finland, however, su pp o rte d the 
resolution while Greece and Ire¬ 
land abstained. 

In Eastern Europe, all coun¬ 
tries voted with tiie Soviet Union 
in favour except for Poland, 
which abstained. 

A similar resolution was vetoed 
Saturday in the more politically 
powerful Security Conned by the 
United States, Britain and 
France, although a majority of 
the council, including the Soviet 
Union and China, supported it. 

The resolution “strongly de¬ 
plores” the intervention in Pana¬ 
ma by the United States as a 
“flagrant violation of internation¬ 
al law and of the independence, 
sovereignty and territorial in¬ 
tegrity of states.” 


7 killed when 2 planes 
collide In New Zealand 


WELLINGTON (R) ~ Six 
Japanese tourists and Cheir New 
T ^Kanrl pilot were killed when 
riip r Fi ght aircraft collided with 
aiywhcr gmafl plane in southern 
New Zealand Saturday, police 
said. 

The seven passengers and pilot 
aboard the second plane landed 
safely after the accident above 
the South TdanH tourist area of 
Mflfond Sound. 

’The light aircraft operated by 
Air Fiordland crashed into the 
deepest part of Milford Sound in 
the Stiffing Falls area and is 
irrecoverable at tins stage,” con¬ 
stable Alan Christie of the 
Queenstown Police said. “It is 
lying in approximately 300metres 
of water. Two bodies have been 
recovered.” 

Christie said he did not know 
the reason for the crash or 
whether it was doe to weather 
conditions. He said there were no 
survivors from the first plane. 

“No names will be available for 
some time,” he said, adding that 
the pitot toltod was from the area. 


The crash took place at about 
3.30 pan. (0230 GMT) above 
MDfoid Sound in south west New 
Zealand. The district is famous 
for its spectacular mountains and 
•fjonb. 

Christie said he believed the 
collision occurred minutes after, 
tiie Air Fiordland plane had 
takes off from the Milford 
towsshqi airport. 

“It had left Mffibrd and was on 
the return trip to Queenstown. I 
don't bow wfot the other plane was 
doing—whether it was taking off 
or landing, I can’t honestly say/' 
be said. 

A spokesman for Air Fiordland 
said weather conditions in the 
often hazardous area were good, 
hot he declined further comment. 

A spokesman for Milford 
Sound Scenic Services, whose 
plane landed safely after the acci¬ 
dent, said both aircraft were 
headed in the same direction. 

“As far as I know the other 
pilot didn't have mnch experi¬ 
ence, but that will come out in the 
inquiry,” he said. 


Communists leaders say 
Bulgaria needs coalition 


SOFIA (R) — Communist lead¬ 
ers have, said that Bulgaria 
needed coalition government and 
dropped a drive to suppress reli¬ 
gious and ethnic minorities which 
prompted thousands of people to 
flee tiie country. 

The party's Central Committee 
called an emergency congress 
next month to speed reforms 
undertaken by new chief Peter 
Mladenov in a fligh t from the 
legacy of disgraced former leader 
Todor Zhivkov. 

But the Bulgarian News Agen¬ 
cy (BTA) said some party mem¬ 
bers — mostly writers, film mak¬ 
ers and intellectuals — were 
forming a breakaway faction to 
oppose what they said was the 
party's a biding StaKnist comple¬ 
xion. 

The party, pressed by a wave of 
strikes organsed by the co u ntry's 
mushrooming opposition g ro up s, 
has already renounced its leading 
role and announced free elections 
by next June. 

Mladenov also agreed this 
week to open immediate round¬ 
table talks with non-Communists. 

“The Central Committee gave 
its consent that in the course of 
the talks the Communist Party’s 
representatives declare a readi¬ 
ness in principle for the formation 


of a broad-based coalition gov¬ 
ernment,” BTA said. 

BTA said politburo member 
Andrea Lonkanov told an un¬ 
announced Central Committee 
ses s io n that an extraordinary con- 

gress should be on Jam. 30 to 
discuss a respsonse to demands 
for change. 

Loukaoov told anews confer¬ 
ence after the plenum that the 
congress would revitalise thepar- 
ty, introducing younger Com¬ 
munists to Central Committee 
ranks. 

The Central Commirtee also 
condemned as a “grave political' 
error”'an assimila tion program¬ 
me which forced Muslims, includ¬ 
ing the 200,000-strong Pomak 
Community raid some 1.5 million 
ethnic Turks, to adopt Bulgarian 
names and abandon their reli¬ 
gion. 

Some 300,000 ethnic Turks fled 
Bulgareia for Turkey last summer 
after several Truks were reported 
to have died when police suppres¬ 
sed pe&cefol protests for Mnsfim 
rights. 

BTA quoted Parliamentary 
President Stanko Todorov as 
saying that “ethnic freedom” too 
effect immediately and included 
the right to use the Turkish lan¬ 
guage and practise Islam. 
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Special carpet laid 
in Sistine Chapel 

VATICAN Cm* (R) — Special 
anti-static carpets have been hud 
in tiie Vatican’s Sistine Chapel in 
a plan to safeguard Michelange¬ 
lo’s 16th century frescoes, the 
Vatican Museum has said, An air 
c o nd itioning system to maintain 
h umi dity at a constant level and 
special “cold” lights will also be 
installed in Che chapel, where the 
first full project to dean and 
restore the ceding and wall paint¬ 
ings is expected to be completed 
in 1992. Vatican Museums Direc¬ 
tor Carlo Pietrangeh firmly de¬ 
nied reports in some Italian news¬ 
papers that the Vatican was con¬ 
sidering restricting access for the 
4,000 visitors a day who visit the 
Sistine Chapel. “We have never 
even considered restricting access 
at afl. No one has ever spoken of 
it,” Pietrangeti said. He said 
work, was about to start on the 
third and final phase of the pro¬ 
ject — the restoration of the 
“Last Judgment” wall fresco 
winch Michelangelo painted be¬ 
tween 1534 and 1541, 20 years' 
after completing the ceiling. The 
$3-nnfiibn restoration project, fi¬ 
nanced by a Japanese television 
network, began in 1980 and is the 
first time tile paintings have been 
properly cleaned. 




WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gorbachev named man of the year Plant fire disrupts New 1 


LONDON (AP) — British Broadcasting Corp. (BBC) listeners 
have chosen Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev man of the 
year, giving him three times as many votes as runner-up Sir 
Anthony Meyer, the British lawmaker who challenged Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher for the Conservative Party lead¬ 
ership. It was the second year Gorbachev has won the contest 
sponsored by BBC radio Four's “Today” public affairs program¬ 
me. Prince Charles, heir to the British throne, placed third in this 
year's poll, down from second last year, the BBC said Saturday. 
The BBC does not disclose the number of votes cast for each 
candidate. 

6 skiers die in giant avalanche 

BRIG, Switzerland (AP) — Six Swiss skiers were killed in a huge 
avalanche striking in the Mt. Simplon region in southwestern 
Switzerland Friday, rescue officials reported Saturday. Their 
bodies were found by a behcopter-borne search party near the 
3,010-metre Simeh Pass late Friday. Officials said the victims had 
been engulfed by a 300-metre-wide snowslide. A search for the 
five youths and their guide was called Friday night when they 
failed to return from a two-day Alpine tour. Officials said two of 
the youths apparently had been able to free themselves from the 
masses of snow but then died of exposure and exhaustion. It was 
the deadliest Swiss avalanche since six Dutch tourists died near 
Mt. San Lorenzo in the eastern Swiss Canton of Grisons in April 
1988.. 


Plant fire disrupts New York City 

NEW YORK (R) — A huge fire from a raptured gas pipeline in 
New York Qty sent flames shooting hundreds of feet into the air 
Friday, cutting electricity to thousands of homes and causing 
chaos in the city’s transport system. The spectacular blaze at an 
electrical transmission plant fed by the pipeline needed nearly 300 
firemen to control it and disrupted the commuting plans of more 
than half a million people. A fire department spokesman said tiie 
blaze, at about 1 p*n. EST (1800 GMT), erupted at CoosoBdated 
Edison’s HeUgate facility in the south east Bronx. The spokesman 
said a backboe operator who probably breached the pipeline was 
killed in the fire and seven people were injured. 

Cold kills 75 in India, Bangladesh 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — At least 75 people, many of them 
homeless, have died in the cold wave that has gripped northern 
India and Bangladesh for the last three days, news reports said 
Saturday. Temperatures plummeted to near-freezing levels, 
cbiDmg people who have lime in tiie way of clothing or shelter to 
cope with fee brief winter in tins normally hot, sunny region. At 
least nine more deaths were reported Friday in Bangladesh, 
bringing the toll to 44 since Wednesday, newspapers in Dhaka 
said. In India, 20 people have died of fee cold in northern Bibar 
state since Wednesday night, United News of India reported from 
Patna, the state capital. Seven people, including four beggars, 
died of cold in the same period in neighbouring Uttar Pradesh 
state. Press Trust of India (PTI) said. 


Queen honours writer, actress and heroes of Lockerbie 


LONDON (AP) — Britain gave 
V.S. Naipaul a knighthood Satur¬ 
day, made actress Maggie Smith a 
dame, and honoured fee rescuers 
who worked in fee wreckage of 
Pan Am Flight 103. 

The colony of Hong Kong, to 
return to Chinese sovereignty in 
1997, also was heavily repre¬ 
sented on Queen Elizabeth Q’s 
semi-annual honours list, which is 
compiled by fee government The 
queen carries out fee investiture 
of die honours at a later cere¬ 
mony. 

Former New Zealand Pjime 
Minister David Lange, whose 
strong anti-nuclear stance was at 
odds with Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher's, was made a 
companion of honour, a presti¬ 
gious order headed by the queen 
and never numbering more than 
65 members. 

Lange, 47, resigned in August 
after five years as head of a 
Labour government, citing health 
reasons. 

Naipaul, fee 57-year-old Trini¬ 
dad-born writer, was made a 
knight bachelor. The author of In 
a Ftee State, a Bend in the River 
and Enigma of Arrival came to 
Britain at age 17 on scholarship to 


Oxford University and has be¬ 
come one of this country's most 
important writers. 

The honour entitles him to call 
himself Sir Vidiadhar, but his 
work always appears with his 
initials. 

Descended from a high-caste 
Indian family, that emigrated to 
Trinidad as indentured labourers, 
Naipaul grew op in a tightly knit 
Hindu family. This background is 
reflected in his writing about roo- 
tiessness, bang an alien, even 
when visiting his ancestral home 
in India, which be described in an 
Area of Darkness. 

Maggie Smith, 55, one of Bri¬ 
tain’s finest stage actresses, and 
who won a U.S. Academy Award 
for fee film the Prime of Miss 
Jean Brodie, was made a Dame 
Commander of the Order of Brit¬ 
ish Empire, the equivalent of a 
knighthood for a woman. 

Another actor honoured was 
Michael Gambon, most widely 
known to television audiences fra 
his lead role in fee Singing Detec¬ 
tive, but also one of fee most 
admired of London's stage 
actors. Gambon, 49, was made a 
CBE or Commander of the Brit¬ 
ish Empire. 


Many of the 947 awards made 
in the New Year list went to 
emergency service workers who 
roiled at Lockerbie, Scotland af¬ 
ter Flight 103 exploded and 
crashed on Dec. 21,1988, toiling. 
all 2S9 people on board and 11 on 
fee ground. 

A Queen's Police Medal went 
to inspector George Stobbs, a 
long-serving local policeman who 
consoled many of the relatives 
who arrived at the remote Scot¬ 
tish village. 

An MBE award to Eleanor 
Wilson who, with her catering 
staff, provided up to 3,000 meals 
a day from temporary cafeterias 
and kept search and rescue teams 
going with tea, coffee and snacks 
around fee dock. 

Another MBE went to William 
Pair, secretary of local Search 
and Rescue Dogs’ Association 
whose animals were used in the 
Jong and widespread search for 
bodies. 

John Boyd, the framer chief 
constable of the Dumfries and 
Galloway Constabulary, was 
made a CBE. 

Among the OBES, or Officers 
of fee Order of British Empire, 


was Dr. Awni Lufty, a patholog¬ 
ist who had to identify the bodies 
of fee victims. 

A Queen's Police Medal went 
to Superintendent Angus Ken¬ 
nedy of Strathclyde Police, re¬ 
sponsible for relations between 
the police and the news media the 
night of the disaster, who was 
honoured for “his calm and im¬ 
mensely professional manner ... 
under fee quite exceptional press¬ 
ures from the media on that 
night” 

Kennedy beard of his honour 
after a 70-year-old neighbour cy¬ 
cled three kilometres in a gale to 
his vacation cottage on the Hebri¬ 
dean T sfau H of Coil to s umm o n 
him the phone. 

“This erases as a snzprise and a 
very great honour and reflects the 
tremendous work done by the 
police media team at Lockerbie,” 
Kennedy said. 

More than 20 honours went to 
Hong Kong people, topped by a 
knighthood for Justice Derek 
Cons of the Hong Kong Court of 
Appeal- There was a CBE for Li 
Kwan-Ha, the colony’s police 
commissioner and nine awards 
for public and community ser¬ 
vice. 
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